
HOUSE No. 601

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION RELATIVE TO ADDITIONAL LAND FOR
STATE NORMAL SCHOOL AT LOWELL.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representat

In conformity with chapter 28 of the General Acts of 1919,
I heg to make the following report with reference to the feasi-
bility and desirability of the purchase of land for the use of
the State Normal School at Lowell.

The Lowell State Normal School occupies a tract of land,
containing 142,857 square feet, on the corner of Broadway and
Wilder Street in the city of Lowell. This area, while fairly
adequate for the present needs of the school, does not make
possible any extension of the activities of the institution.

All of the State normal schools, with the exception of Lowell,
Salem and the Alassachusetts Normal Art School, have dormi-
tories. Provision for dormitory accommodations is a generally
recognized means of stimulating attendance at normal schools
and of increasing their influence and the efficiency of their
work. At present it does not appear necessary to erect a
dormitory at Lowell. Should the area from which the school
draws its students expand and the enrollment increase, it
would then probably become necessary to erect a dormitory.
In this event additional land will be needed.

As compared with the area available for campus in con-
nection with State normal schools in general, and in com-
parison with other State normal schools in Massachusetts, the

Cf)e Commontoealti) of 90assaclnisetts.



house No. 601. [Jan,8

campus surrounding the State Normal School at Lowell is con-
siderably restricted. An extension of this area would increase
the value of the school’s work
ties that can be carried on out

as determined by those activi-
of doors.

Adjacent to the tract of land
so-called Parker estate, compri

now owned by the State is the
ling an area of 148,214 square

feet. This is the only contiguous land now available for an
extension of the property of the normal school. The Bay
State Cotton Corporation has purchased a tract of land sepa-
rated from the normal school by the Parker estate. The erec-
tion of a factory and warehouses by this corporation has
brought a large industrial development into close proximity
with the school. It is reasonable to suppose that this develop-
ment will stimulate the sale of any available land adjacent to
the property of the corporation.

It would seem desirable, therefore, as a means of providing
for possible extensions of the school, and for the purpose of
securing adequate protection for the property of the State,
that a part, or all, of the Parker estate be acquired by the
Commonwealth.

PAYSON SMITH,
Commissioner of Education
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RESOLVE

■ovide for the Purchase of Land adjacent to the State
Normal School at Lowell

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid from the
sasury of the commonwealth the sum of
illars for the purchase of a parcel of land adjacent to the
ate normal school at Lowell.

In the Year One Thousand Xine Hundred and Twenty

Cf)c Commontoealth of Massachusetts.




