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Executive Department, Boston, March 23. 1920.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
There is pending before the Congress a report recom-

mending an appropriation of $400,000 for the celebration of
the Three Hundredth Anniversary of the Landing of the
Pilgrims; $lOO,OOO of which goes to the Provincetown Com-
mission and $300,000 to the Pilgrim Tercentenary Commis-
sion, The Commonwealth has appropriated $50,000 for
Provincetown and about $300,000 for the Pilgrim Tercen-
tenary Commission. It is the policy of the Congress not
to exceed the amount appropriated by a State for such pur-
poses. Those who have charge of the bill feel that if Massa-
chusetts was to appropriate $150,000 more for the use of
the Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission the Congress would
appropriate $lOO,OOO for the same Commission. That
would make the appropriation by each $500,000.00. The
Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission finds that it cannot adopt
its plan for the improvement and restoration of the water-
front around Plymouth Rock unless this appropriation can
be secured. Otherwise, it would have to improve a small
portion of the shore and leave cither side in an unsightly
and undesirable condition. It is assumed that all that
would he necessary would be for the Congress to know that
if it brought its entire appropriation up to $500,000 the
Commonwealth would bring its appropriation up to an equal
amount. It is probable that a provisional appropriation
would be sufficient.
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I therefore recommend an appropriation of $150,000 for
the observance of the Three Hundredth Anniversary of the
Landing of the Pilgrims, to be expended under the direction
of the Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission, for the general
purposes of improving and restoring the shore and carrying
out the plans of the Commission for the celebration at
Plymouth.
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