
Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor and aldermen of Haver-
hill relative to the rebuilding of a bridge over the Merrimack river
in said city. Roads and Bridges. March 31.

AN ACT
To provide for the Reconstruction of the Haverhill Lower

Bridge over Merrimack River at Main Street in the City of
Haverhill.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Essex, subject to the provisions of chapter ninety-six
3 of the Revised Laws and acts in amendment thereof and
4 in addition thereto and of all other laws which may be
5 applicable, are hereby authorized and directed to recon-
-6 struct the Haverhill lower bridge, so-called, over Merri-
-7 mack river at Main street in the city of Haverhill, in-
-8 eluding the approaches thereto.
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1 Section 2. The costs and expenses incurred under
2 this act, which shall not exceed one million five hundred
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3 thousand dollars, shall be paid in the first instance from
4 the treasury of the county of Essex, and said county
5 commissioners are hereby authorized to borrow on the
6 credit of the county such sums as may be from time to
7 time required to carry out the provisions of this act. All
8 amounts so borrowed shall be deposited in the county
9 treasury and the treasurer of the county shall pay out the

10 same as ordered by the county commissioners and shall
11 keep separate and accurate accounts of all moneys
12 borrowed and expended under the provisions of this act,
13 including interest. Upon the completion of the work
14 herein authorized the county commissioners may issue
15 serial bonds for the portion of the expense which the said
16 county is to assume, in accordance with the provisions
17 following: The city of Haverhill for the foregoing pur-

-18 poses may issue bonds payable within such period not ex-

-19 ceeding twenty years from the date of issue as the mu-

-20 nicipal council of said city of Haverhill shall determine

21 for the purpose of defraying its proportion of the expense

22 incurred hereunder, as hereinafter provided, which said

23 bonds shall not be reckoned in determining the legal ra-

-24 debtedness of said city of Haverhill.

1 Section 3. The Eastern Massachusetts Street Rail-

2 way Company, its successors or assigns, shall pay into the

3 treasury of said county as its part of the expense of re-

4 constructing the said bridge and approaches a sum equal

5 to fifteen per cent of the total expense thereof; and pro-

-6 vided that the said railway company shall pay into the

7 treasury of said county the said amount and shall enter

8 into an agreement with the county commissioners to keep

9 that part of the said roadway upon said bridge and
10 approaches between the tracks and rails of the company

11 and eighteen inches outside thereof in repair and safe for
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12 public travel, subject to such provisions as said county
13 commissioners shall impose, said company shall thereupon
14 have and is hereby granted a location upon said bridge
15 for the construction of two lines of track and for the
16 maintenance of its tracks, poles, and wires and the opera-
-17 tion of its railway thereon and the location herein granted
18 shall not be revoked except by the county commissioners
19 of the county of Essex after public notice and a hearing
20 and no such revocation shall be valid until approved by
21 the department of public utilities.

1 Section 4. The county of Essex shall, after the assess-
-2 ment upon the said railway company of the amounts
3 herein required to be paid by said company, pay fifty per
4 cent of the remaining expense of said reconstruction and
5 the city of Haverhill shall pay fifty per cent of said re-
-6 maining expense of reconstruction. Upon the completion
7 of said bridge and the approaches, the county commis-
-8 sioners shall file in the office of the clerk of courts for said
9 county of Essex a detailed statement certified under their

10 hands of the actual expense of reconstructing said bridge
11 and approaches thereto, exclusive of that portion of the
12 cost of the underpass in the south approach which is to
13 be paid for by the Boston and Maine Bailroad, its
14 successors or assigns, as hereinafter provided, and shall
15 also so file a similar statement of the cost of the under-
-16 pass, from which said portion may be determined, and
17 within three months from the filing of such statements
18 they shall after such notice as they may deem proper
19 and a hearing apportion and assess upon said railway
20 company, upon said railroad, and upon said city of
21 Haverhill the sums which said railway company, said
22 railroad and said city are required to pay under the pro-
-23 visions of this act, and the said railway, said railroad
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24 and said city shall pay the same into the treasury of the
25 said county within sixty days thereafter; and if said rail-
-26 way, said railroad, or said city, or any of them, shall
27 refuse or neglect to pay their proportion as aforesaid, said
28 county commissioners shall, after notice to the delinquent
29 railway, railroad or city, as the case may be, issue a
30 warrant against such delinquent railway, railroad, or city
31 for its proportion, with interest and costs of the notice

52 and warrant, and the same shall be collected in the same
!3 manner as executions in actions at law, and paid into the
!4 treasury of the county to be applied in payment of the
S 5 expense aforesaid.

1 Section 5. The said county commissioners are hereby
2 authorized to take or purchase such lands, rights, or ease-
-3 ments as may be required to carry out the provisions of
4 this act and they may discontinue and close as a public
5 landing any or all portions of what is now known as a
6 public landing lying on the north bank of the Merrimack
7 river within or adjacent to the limits of the present bridge
8 and they may lay out as provided in chapter three hun
9 dred and forty-four, Part II of the General Acts of nine

10 teen hundred and seventeen, such ways as may be neces
11 sary either to give access to such points as are now
12 reached by means of said landing or for any other purpose
13 consistent herewith and they shall within sixty days after
14 the taking of any land or rights as aforesaid file in the
15 registry of deeds for the southern district of the county of
16 Essex a description thereof, sufficiently accurate for
17 identification and shall file a plan of the same in said
18 registry. They shall estimate the damages to property, if
19 any, sustained by any person by the taking of lands,
20 rights or easements, or by the reconstruction of said
21 bridge and approaches or the discontinuance of said land-
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22 ing as aforesaid, and any person aggrieved thereby may
23 proceed within one year from the filing of said statement
24 in the same manner as in the case of land taken for the
25 laying out of highways; but in no event shall interest be
26 recovered from said county for more than four per cent
27 per annum.

1 Section 6. The county commissioners as a part of the
2 reconstruction of said bridge and approaches may re-
3 build and extend the bridge or under pass through which
4 the tracks of the Boston and Maine Railroad now cross
5 the south approach of said bridge, but the clear height
6 of said underpass above the railroad tracks shall not be
7 less than at present and the grade of the tracks shall not
8 be lowered without the consent of the Boston and Maine
9 Railroad. The Boston and Maine Railroad shall pay to

10 the county of Essex seventy-five per cent of the cost of
11 such rebuilding and extending of said underpass including
12 the foundations, abutments, and floor but not the road-
-13 way surface or pavement and thereafter shall maintain
14 and keep the said foundations, abutments and floor in
15 repair, at its own expense and the amount so to be paid
16 by the said Boston and Maine Railroad shall not be
17 reckoned in the expense of reconstructing the bridge and
18 approaches herein authorized.

1 Section 7. All acts and part of acts inconsistent here-
-2 with are hereby repealed, but upon the completion of the
3 work of reconstructing the bridge or any part thereof,
4 and the opening of the same to travel the provisions of
5 chapter four hundred and eight of the acts of the legisla-
-6 ture of nineteen hundred and ten, shall apply to the
7 maintaining and operating of the new structure or such
8 part thereof.
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Section 8. The permanent member of the board of
county commissioners, and in the absence of such per-
manent member the associate member, elected from and
residing in the city of Haverhill, shall not be disqualified
by reason of such residence from serving under this act,
any provision of section twenty of chapter twenty of the
Revised Laws to the contrary notwithstanding.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage,


