
House of Representatives, March 16, 1920.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom were re-
ferred the recommendations of the Commissioner of Stand-
ards (House, No. 127) (accompanied by bills, House, Nos.
128 to 133, inclusive); and the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 1104) of John F. McDonald for legislation
relative to the surveying of lumber, report (in part on
House, No. 127) the accompanying bill (new draft of House,
No. 128).

For the committee

House of Representatives, March 31, 1920.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the Bill relative to the survey of lumber (House, No.
1417), report that the same ought to pass in a new draft
herewith submitted.

For the committee,

HENRY L. SHATTUCK

HOUSE No. 1518

€be Commontoealtf) of o@assacJ)usetts.

DAVIS B. KENISTON.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Survey of Lumber.

1 Whereas, The office of surveyor-general of lumber has
2 been abolished and the duties of that office have been
3 assigned to the director of standards; and whereas, many
4 of the grades and kinds of lumber established by existing
5 statutes no longer apply to lumber offered for sale in this
6 commonwealth; therefore, the following act is hereby de-
-7 dared to be an emergency measure, necessary for the
8 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows;

1 Section 1. The commissioner of labor and industries,
2 subject to the provisions of chapter two hundred and
3 twenty-eight of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
4 eighteen as amended by chapter three hundred and
5 twenty of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and nine-
-6 teen, may appoint a chief surveyor of lumber and may
7 employ temporarily, from time to time, such other
8 persons to act as surveyors of lumber as he may find
9 necessary for making the surveys applied for. Subject to

10 the approval of the commissioner, they may be allowed
11 reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their
12 official duties. The appointment of the chief surveyor

Cfie Commontoealti) of o©assafljusetto.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.
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lo and the employment of additional surveyors shall not be
14 subject to the civil service laws. The chief survevor and
15 all other surveyors shall be
16 faithful performance of the:
17 director of standards shall
18 as he may assign to them.

sworn, shall give bond for the
■ duties, and upon order of the
make such surveys of lumber

19 No surveyor shall survey any lumber in which he has
20 a pecuniary interest, direct or indirect. Surveyors of
21 lumber shall, in accordance with the provisions of this
22 chapter and under the instructions of the director of
23 standards, determine the
24 lumber surveyed by them,
25 each piece of lumber, log
26 legibly thereon, if so reqi

quality and quantity of all
ascertain the true contents of
or stick, and mark the same

ted, shall keep a true piece
27 tally of the same in a plain and legible manner and make
28 return thereof to the director upon a form prescribed by
29 him.

1 Section 2. All applications for surveys shall be made
2 to the director of standards, and all surveys shall be made
3 under his direction. Any lumber brought into or manu-

-4 factured in this commonwealth, a survey or measurement
5 of which is requested by either seller or purchaser, shall
6 be surveyed or measured by the director or his surveyors.
i The director of standards may, if he desires, and shall
S upon request, cause to be surveyed any lumber, in quan-
-9 titles of the value of five hundred dollars or more, pur-

-10 chased by or for any department of the commonwealth or
11 intended to be used in any building or structure under the
1- terms of any contract made in behalf of any department
13 of the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. The director of standards shall keep a
2 record of all lumber surveyed or measured by his sur-
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3 veyors and the amount of fees collected in each instance.
4 The record shall be at all times open to inspection by
5 members of the city council, board of selectmen, or in-
-6 spector of buildings of any city or town. Grades or kinds
7 of lumber which are recognized in the trade may, upon
8 written application therefor to the director of standards,
9 be established and defined by him, after a hearing, with

10 the approval of the commissioner of labor and industries,
11 After such approval the grades and kinds so defined shall
12 be in force throughout the commonwealth and the fees for
13 the survey or measurement thereof shall be established
14 by the director of standards with the approval of the com-
-15 missioner of labor and industries at such figures as may
16 in the opinion of the commissioner be sufficient to reim-
-17 burse the commonwealth for the services of the surveyor
18 and for all other expenses incurred. Amendments or
19 additions to established grades or kinds of lumber or to
20 the fees for survey or measurement thereof may be made
21 from time to time in like manner. The fees for survey or
22 measurement of lumber shall in all cases be paid by the
23 person making the request for such survey or measure-
-24 ment. The director of standards, with the approval of
25 the commissioner of labor and industries, shall also from
26 time to time establish units of measurement to be ob-
-27 served in the sale of wooden shingles in this common-
-28 wealth.

1 Section 4. The director shall annually make a return
2 to the commissioner of labor and industries of the various
3 kinds and quantities of lumber surveyed by his surveyors
4 during the preceding year, the names of the surveyors by

5 whom it was surveyed and the amount of fees collected in
6 each instance.
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1 Section 5. Towns may annually elect one or more
2 measurers of lumber, who shall be sworn to the faithful
3 performance of their duties, and cities may by ordinance
4 provide for the annual appointment of such measurers.

1 Section 6. The measurer of lumber in any town may
2 apply to the selectmen of an adjoining town for a license
3 to measure lumber therein, and if the selectmen are of the
4 opinion that it will be for the public convenience they
5 may, upon payment of a fee not exceeding one dollar,
6 grant such license, and may limit the territory in which
7 the license may be exercised. Such license shall remain
8 in force while the licensee holds the office of measurer in
9 the town for which he was chosen, but not later than the

10 next annual town meeting of said town. Any owner, pur-
-11 chaser or seller of lumber or any person having a pe-
-12 cuniary interest therein shall have the right to call upon
13 the director of standards to survey any such lumber
14 within this commonwealth and thereupon the director
15 shall by his surveyors make a survey. Any owner, pur-
-16 chaser or seller making the request for such a survey shall
17 pay the established fees therefor. If the request for sur-
-18 vey is made by any person other than the owner, pur-
-19 chaser or seller, such person shall pay such fees therefor
20 as may be mutually agreed upon.

1 Section 7. The director of standards may, himself or
2 by his surveyors, survey or measure lumber situated out-
-3 side the limits of the commonwealth, upon application of
4 the purchaser or seller thereof, or of any person having a
5 pecuniary interest therein: 'provided, that the applicant is
6 a resident of, or intends to ship such lumber into, this
7 commonwealth. The person or persons making the re-
-8 quest for such a survey or measurement shall pay therefor
9 all expenses and such fees as may be agreed upon.



HOUSE - No. 1518. [Mar. 1920.6

1
)

(

8

3

1

i

(

i

Section 8. A surveyor of lumber for the common-
wealth or a measurer of lumber for any city or town who

guilty of or connives at fraud or deceit in surveying,
mtents or quality of any kind
when lawfully requested, re-

o survey or measure lumber

a

marking or numbering the
of wood or lumber, or wh

cc

.o

fuses without good reason t
shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor moi

than two hundred dollars for each offence.

Section 9. A seller or purchaser of lumber who in-
duces or attempts to induce a surveyor or measurer to
make a false survey or measurement shall be punished by
a fine of not less than fifty nor more than two hundred
dollars for each offence.

Section 10. Whoever without authority represents
himself to be an official surveyor or measurer of lumber
shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more
than two hundred dollars.

section 11. All fees and other payments received
ler the terms of this act shall be paid into the treas-

commonwealth

Section 12, Chanter sixty of the Revised I
2 amended by chapter four hundred and seventy-se

red and two and by chapter
Acts of nineteen hundred and

the acts of nineteen hi
ninety-five of the General
eighteen, and chapter five hundred and seventy-four of

the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen are hereby re-
pealed


