
No. 1719HOUSE

Substituted for Senate, No. 526, and passed by the House to be
engrossed.

RESOLVE

To provide for an Investigation of the Advisability of
making Changes in the Charter of the Citv of Lowell.

1 Resolved. That the may w of the city of Lowell is
2 hereby directed to appoint on or before July first in the
3 current year an unpaid commission of fifteen registered
4 voters of said city for the purpose of investigating the
5 necessity and expediency of changing the existing charter
6 or of establishing a new charter for said city. The com-

mission shall be known as the Lowell charter commission,

8 shall be composed of at least one representative from
9 each of the several wards of the city and the two leading

10 political parties shall be as nearly equally represented
11 thereon as possible. The commission shall choose its
12 chairman, and shall be provided with suitable quarters
13 in the city hall. Any vacancy existing in said commission
14 shall be filled in a manner of an original appointment.
15 The commission shall hold such public hearings as it
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K> deems necessary, shall investigate into and have access to17 all municipal departments of the city, shall have the right18 to summon witnesses, shall have the right to carry on
1 9 investigations into the affairs of the city and its depart.
20 ments, and for that purpose may require the attendance
21 and testimony of witnesses and the production of books
22 papers, contracts and other documents relating to any
2o such investigation. Witnesses shall be summoned in the
24 same manner and be paid the same fees as witnesses
25 before police, municipal or district courts. The chair-
2(i man or any members of the commission shall have the
27 right of administering oaths to witnesses appearing before
28 the commission. If any person so summoned and paid by
29 said commission shall refuse to attend or to be sworn, or
•10 to affirm or to answer any question, or to produce any
31 book, contract, document or paper pertinent to the
32 matter of inquiry under consideration before said com-
-33 mission a justice of the supreme judicial or of the superior
34 court may, in his discretion, upon application of the
35 chairman of said commission or of any member thereof
36 authorized by vote of the commission issue an order re-
-37 quiring such person to appear before said commission and
38 to produce his books, contracts, documents and papers,
39 and to give evidence relating to the matter in question.
40 Any failure to obey such order of the court may be pun-
-41 ished by said court as a contempt thereof.
42 The expenses of the commission shall not exceed one
43 thousand dollars, and shall be paid by the city. The
44 commission shall report with such recommendations for
45 legislation as it deems expedient to the next general court
46 on or before the second Wednesday in January, where-
-47 upon its existence shall terminate.
48 The provisions of chapter two hundred and sixty-seven
49 of the Genera] Acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen with
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50 the amendments thereof shall not apply to the city of
51 Lowell until the general court has acted upon the report
52 of the commission.

House of Representatives, May 10, 1920.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.




