
No. 200SENATE
To accompany the petition of Edna Lawrence Spencer for legislation

for the protection of mothers during the maternity period. Social
Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.

AN ACT
To protect Mothers and Children during the

Maternity Period.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. From and after the second day
2 of January, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, the
3 department of public health shall have charge of
4 the administration of maternity benefits, in ac-
-5 cordance with the provisions herein contained.

1 Section 2. The following women shall be en-
-2 titled to the benefits of this act: Any woman who
3 presents to the department of public health at least
4 two months previous to her anticipated confine-
-5 menC evidence satisfactory to said department
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6 that she is pregnant, and who is found by said
7 department to be without means of providing the
8 ordinary and proper care for herself or infant or
9 both during a reasonable period before and after

10 childbirth, without thereby depriving the other
11 members of her immediate family of the ordinary
12 necessities of life: provided, however, that no
13 woman shall be entitled to the benefits of this act
14 who shall not have been a resident of the com-
-15 monwealth for one continuous year at the time
16 of her confinement or anticipated confinement.

1 Section 3. Application for maternity benefits
2 shall be made by, or in behalf of, a woman en-
-3 titled under the provisions of section two, in such
4 manner as the department of public health shall
5 determine. No employee or official of any private
6 charitable relief organization, other than one con-
-7 nected with, or controlled by a church or other
8 religious society, and no employee of the poor
9 relief department of any city or town, or of the

10 department of public welfare, shall be employed
11 as investigator, relative to applications for ma-
-12 ternitv benefits.

1 Section 4. Any applicant who has been de-
-2 nied maternity benefits under this act, shall be
3 entitled to a hearing before a board appointed by
4 the commissioner of public health, which hearing
5 shall be public or private at the option of the ap-
-6 plicant. No evidence shall be presented, received,
7 or considered at any such hearing except such as
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8 bears upon the presence or absence of pregnancy,
9 compliance with the rules adopted by the depart-

-10 ment of public health in accordance with the pro-

-11 visions of this act; or the adequacy or inadequacy
12 of the means at the command of the applicant to
13 provide for herself or her infant or both, ordinary
14 and proper care during a reasonable period before
15 and after childbirth, without depriving the other
16 members of her immediate family of the ordinary
17 necessities of life.

1 Section 5. It shall be unlawful to disclose the
2 identity of an applicant for maternity benefits
3 under this act, or to disclose the records or pro-
-4 ceedings in any such case without the consent of
5 the applicant, except upon proper judicial order,
6 or except as in so far as such disclosures may be
7 necessary to carry into effect the purpose and in-
-8 tent of this act, unless such applicant shall herself,
9 or through her agent, have voluntarily made pub-

-10 lie facts or alleged facts pertaining to such records
11 or proceedings. Violations of any provision of
12 this section shall be punished by a hne of not less
13 than thirty, nor more than fifty dollars for each
14 offense.

1 Section 6. Maternity benefits may be granted
2 for a period of one or more weeks; the time to be
3 divided before and after confinement in such way
4 as the department of public health may determine.
5 Any woman entitled thereto shall immediately
6 after application be entitled to receive, and, in
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7 order to be eligible for the benefits of this act,
8 must accept such instruction in general hygiene
9 and infant care as, in the judgment of the depart-

-10 ment of public health, the individual case
11 demands, and, in the discretion of the depart-
-12 ment of public health, hospital care or home nurs-
-13 ing, or both medicine and medicinal care, and
14 such other obstetrical care as may be necessary;
15 and if also deemed necessary by the department
16 of public health, in the interest of the child, in
17 cases where no previous poor relief has been given,
18 she may receive a sum of money at the rate of not
19 more than twelve dollars a week.

1 Section 7. Maternity cases under this act
2 shall not be given to a city or town physician, in
3 his or her official capacity. The recipient of ma-
-4 ternity benefits, if remaining at home, shall be
5 allowed in all cases to choose her own physician,
6 subject to said physician’s acceptance of the fee
7 schedule for such cases, to lie fixed by the rules
8 and regulations of the department of public health,
9 governing this act.

1 Sections. All money benefits paid under this
2 act shall be paid directly into the hands of the
3 woman on whose account the benefit has been
4 allowed, unless she is a minor or adjudged men-
-5 tally incompetent.

1 Section 9. Any person who fraudulently ob-
-2 tains benefits under this act, and any person who
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3 diverts from its true purpose and intent within
4 the meaning of this act any benefit whatsoever,
5 whether paid in cash or otherwise, shall upon con-
-6 yiction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceed-
-7 ing five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not
8 exceeding six months, or both.

1 Section 10. In any case where any benefit
2 whatsoever, whether in cash or otherwise, has been
3 given on account of any unmarried mother, the
4 falter of the child shall be liable to reimburse the
5 commonwealth for all amounts so expended by it
6 under the provisions of this act. The department
7 of public health shall report all such cases of un-
-8 married mothers to the attorney-general, who
9 shall at once make diligent efforts to learn the

10 identity of the father of the child, and if his
11 identity can be established, shall proceed forth-
-12 with, to collect from him by action of contract
13 brought in the name of the commonwealth, full
14 compensation for all benefits given such unmar-
-15 ricd mother by the commonwealth under the pro-
-16 visions of this act, with cost. The records of the
17 department of public health and of the attorney-
-18 general concerning such cases shall not be public
19 records.

1 Section 11. The department of public health
2 shall make, and may from time to time, add to,
3 alter, amend or repeal, such rules and regulations
4 as may be necessary to carry into effect the pro-
-5 visions of "this act, including rules to define and
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6 delimit as accurately as may be possible, the con-
-7 ditions under which, and the time when, women
8 are entitled to benefits under this act.

1 Section 12. The commissioner of public health
2 and any person duly assigned by him for the ex-
-3 ecution and enforcement of the provisions of this
4 act, may in the discharge of his official duties per-
-5 taining thereto, administer oaths and affirmations;
6 and any person knowingly making any false or
7 misleading statement under any oath or affirma-
-8 tion so administered shall be guilty of perjury and
9 punishable by the penalties prescribed by laiv for

10 that offense.

1 Section 13. The receipt of benefits under this
2 act shall not operate to bring upon the recipient,
3 her husband, or anyone else, the status of a
4 pauper within the meaning of the laws of this
5 commonwealth, nor to prevent the acquiring of a
6 settlement.

1 Section 14. This act shall be liberally con-
-2 strued to effect its purpose to preserve the health
3 of the citizens, and forever to prevent the placing
4 of the stigma of pauperism upon the holy state of
5 motherhood.

1 Section 15. All acts and parts of acts con-
-2 trary to the provisions of this act, or inconsistent
3 therewith, are hereby repealed. .






