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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-

The Commission respectfully submits the following report:—
1. Cartels for Portraits of Former Governors. The Com-

mission is pleased to report that, after long delay, its recom-
mendations made in former reports, which suggested certain
changes in the form of the previously adopted inscriptions,
have been carried out and a far more dignified appearance
has been obtained.

2. Portrait of Hon. Curtis Guild. —An oil portrait of
former Governor Curtis Guild, by Air. S. B. Baker, was
approved by the Commission and placed in the Executive
Department.

3. Portraits of Former Governors. It is proper to state
here that the Commission has found it difficult to secure the
best results for the Commonwealth owing to the small
amount appropriated by act of Legislature for the purpose
of procuring portraits of former Governors, and in order to
enlist the services of the best talent an increase in the
amount appropriated was granted by the Legislature and
approved by the Governor. This increase in amount will
secure for the Commonwealth portraits which will be a
credit as works of art, the Commission having consistently
maintained that the likeness, whatever value it may ulti-
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mately possess historically, is not enough evidence of artistic
merit.

4. Conference of Art Commissions. The Commission was
represented at a Conference of Art Commissions held in
Boston on Jan. 2, 1919, when an important discussion took
place on the subject of war memorials.

5. Several requests having been made by persons represent-
ing cities and towns for professional advice as to the matter
of suitable war memorials, and such services not being
within the limits set by the act under whose provisions the
Commission functions, it was voted

That the Commiss on request the Governor and Council to au-
thorize and instruct it to act in an advisory capacity to local authorities,
regarding the erection of war memorials throughout the State, as the
Commission is desirous of promoting the development of the highest
possible standard in the local war memorials in Massachusetts.

Authority being granted for the purpose as requested, the
Commission issued the following circular letter to the board
of selectmen of towns, and to the mayors of cities through-
out the Commonwealth:

Dear Sib : This Commission was established by the Legislature
(Acts of 1910, chapter 422) for the purpose of advising on matters of
art, in so far as the property of the Commonwealth gave jurisdiction.

Although the Commission is confined in its authority to these limits,
the members feel, that, as a body, they may be of professional assist-
ance to the cities and towns within the Commonwealth, if such serv-
ices were desired, more especially at this tune, when the matter of
suitable war memorials may be in contemplation, provided, that
wherever an art commission is already established in any city or town
this offer of our assistance does not apply.

There will be no expense connected with a request for our services,
and we shall be glad as a commission to act in an advisory capacity
within the limits of the powers granted by the Legislature.

Replies were received from Clinton, Cambridge, Attleboro,
Framingham, Winchester, Holland, Plympton, Vineyard
Haven, Rochester, Westwood, Westminster, West Upton,
Williamstown, Chelmsford and Orleans.

Yours very respectfully,
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The Commission has been of service in several instances,
especially at Orleans, and as soon as plans are formulated
bv several of the cities and towns, the Commission will bt

■ailed upon to act in an advisory capacity. The Commis-
, therefore, that its suggestion has been justified

Hutchinson. The matter of the proposed statuei

of Anne Hutchinson was brought to the attention of the
Commission, and while approval of the placing of works oftllo 111 cl
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Delonging to the Commonwealth is a matter for careful
requestjudgment, in view of the tact that this particular reqi

implied a permanent form of material within a reasonable
period of time, it was therefore voted
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traits of former Governors, leaving the hall free for tablets
and sculptural adornment, a more harmonious result would
be obtained. Also if the photographs which hang in the
lobby of the Executive Department could be removed and
oil portraits substituted, a better effect would be produced.

10. I nder the Acts of 1910, chapter 422, authorizing
the appointment by the Governor of the Commonwealth
of an art commission, it was generally understood and
no doubt intended that said Commission should have some
definite purpose for its existence, and while the wording
of the act denotes that the services of this Commission are
to be advisory, the opinion rendered by the Attorney-General
of the Commonwealth indicates very strongly that all matters
coming within the jurisdiction of the Commission should be
submitted to them for their consideration. But in at least
two instances of recent date, e.g., the flag receptacle and the
tablet dedicated to the services of animals during the World
War, the Commission was not consulted.

The Commission desires to emphasize the above state-
ments by the fact that it has cost the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts over §7,000, as the flag receptacle has been
deemed, not only by the Commission, but by parties more
sentimentally interested, as absolutely worthless. From the
Commission’s point of view, it was a grievous blunder in
every particular. From the viewpoint of the American
Legion, it was deemed an insult. In consequence of the
initiation of the Art Commission, and the objections of the
American Legion, a new plan has been adopted, which con-
forms in all particulars with patriotism and good taste.

In view of these two circumstances, it is the desire of
the Commission, in order to avoid criticism and embarrass-
ment, as well as expense in the future, that certain amend-
ments be made to the act which governs the powers of this
Commission, giving it more authority and making it obliga-
tory upon the part of State officials to bring before it matters
proper for its jurisdiction.

Therefore the Commission respectfully suggests the fol
lowing amendments;
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An Act relative to the Duties and Powers of the Art
O
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n 1. Section one of chapter four hundred and twenty-two
Ie acts of nineteen hundred and ten is hereby amended by insert-

ing after the word “compensation”, in the seventh line, the wor
necessary expenses as shall be ap-but may expend such sums for it

followproved by the governor and council
An art commission for the commonwealth is hereby estab-

consist of five citizens of the commonwealth, to be appointed
;1 consent of the council, to holdby the governor with the advice and conser

theoffice for the term of five years from the date of their commission.
ibership of the commission mayxins in the nAn

nanner in which the originalif the unexpired term in tb

DDointment was made. The commission shall serve without comappointment
expensnc

and council, and shall have powerrnc
nch officers from its own membersto adopt its own rules and to elec
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by striking out, in the eighth line, the words “when, upon the request
r the word “proper”, in the

twenty-eighth line, the words: all decisions made by the commission

matter descriptive of such work or art or building, its opinion, either
pproving or condemning same, to which t
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ggestions and recommendations as it deems proper. All
cisions made by the re
the governor and council,
after the decision of the commission has been ren

juilding as used herein, shall include structures intended for hur
supation and use, and also all bridges, are

permanent structures of any character; and tl
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tRespectfully submitted,

CHARLES D. MAGIXXIS.
CYRUS E. DALLEX.
CHARLES R. GRECO.
WALTER GILMAN PAGE
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