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AN ACT
To authorize the Department of Public Welfare to assist the

Court in Certain Cases Concerning Illegitimate Children
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section three of chapter five hundred and sixty-three of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end thereof the following:
4 In any proceeding under any section of this act where it
5 is represented that adequate provision has been made for
6 the maintenance of the child, and an application is made
7 to the court or justice to so certify as provided for in this
8 section, due notice in writing of the application for such
9 certificate shall be given to the department of public wel-

-10 fare, in such terms and in such manner as the court or
11 justice may direct. It shall be the duty of said depart-
-12 ment to inquire into the proposed provision for the
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13 maintenance of the child, and investigate the means and
14 ability of the respective parties thereto, and report in not
15 less than thirty days thereafter in writing to the court or
16 justice concerning the adequacy of the same, so that
17 the same shall read as follows: If the court or justice
18 having jurisdiction of, any case under any section of this
19 act becomes satisfied that no living child will be born of
20 which the defendant at the time of making the complaint
21 was the father, or that the defendant and the mother
22 have married each other and the child has become or will
23 be the legitimate child of the defendant, or that adequate
24 provision has been made for the maintenance of the child,
25 the complaint may be dismissed and any adjudication
26 vacated; and if the court or justice certifies that such
27 provision has been made, no further complaint shall be
28 maintained under any section of this act. In any pro-
-29 ceeding under any section of this act where it is repre-
-30 sented that adequate provision has been made for the
31 maintenance of the child, and an application is made to
32 the court or justice to so certify as provided for in this
33 section, due notice in writing of the application for such

34 certificate shall be given to the department of public
35 welfare, in such terms and in such manner as the court
36 or justice may direct. It shall be the duty of said de
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