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HOUSE No, 265
Accompanying the petition of Walter H. Creamer, mayor, and

others relative to the raising of money by taxation and the appropria-
tion of the same for public school purposes in the several cities and
towns of the Commonwealth. Taxation. January 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be paid by each city and
2 town within the commonwealth into the treasury of the
3 commonwealth in addition to the annual state tax as-
-4 sessed on cities and towns a tax for the support of the
5 public schools of the state, such tax to be levied upon
6 each one thousand dollars of the valuation of taxable
7 property in such city or town as ascertained under the
8 provisions of the law relative to the rate of taxation in
9 said city or town. Said tax to be at a rate to be deter-

10 mined annually by the general court. All provisions of
11 law relative to the assessment and collection of the state
12 tax shall be applicable to the assessment and collection
13 so far as practical of the tax herein provided for. All
14 sums assessed and collected as herein provided for shall
15 be set apart as a separate fund to be known as a state
16 public school fund.
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Section 2. The department of education shall de-
termine in each year the number of children of school

5 age in each city or town as of the first Monday of De-
-4 cember prior to the making of any division of the fund
5 as herein provided for. After the determination of the
6 state public school fund the commissioner of corporations
7 and taxation shall allot to each city and town an amount
8 to be under the direct supervision and control of the
9 school committee in each city or town, equal to the pro

10 rata share to which each city or town would be entitled,
11 based on the number of children of school age within
12 the city or town on the first Monday of December pre-
-13 ceding said appropriation. From January first of each
14 year up to the time of the determination of the state
15 public school tax, it shall he lawful to expend in any
16 one month for school purposes except new buildings an

17 amount to be fixed by the commissioner of corporations
18 and taxation; said amount to be based upon estimates

.19 made by said commissioner consistent with the carrying
20 out of the provisions of this act, and any amounts so

21 expended may be deducted at the time of the payment

22 by the city or town from the amount due as the tax

23 herein provided for.

1 Section 3. Nothing herein provided shall be con-

-2 strued as limiting the right of any city or town to cx-

3 pend by way of appropriation for school purposes, out
4 of money raised by taxation in any city or town, sums

5 in excess of those herein provided, and except as herein
6 provided school committees of cities and towns shall have
7 and exercise all the powers and duties now vested in

8 them by their charters or general laws.






