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In the Year OnejThousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
Limiting the Right of a Landlord to recover Possession of 

Land or Tenements from a Tenant-at-Will.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section tw o of chapter tw o hundred and

2 thirty-nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “ required” , in the sixth line, the
4 words: —  except that in an action to recover possession
5 of land or tenements from a tenant-at-will whose tenancy
6 has been terminated without his fault, either by opera-
7 tion of law or by some act of the landlord other than a
8 notice to quit for non-payment of rent under section
9 twelve of chapter one hundred and eighty-six, the plaintiff

10 shall file with his writ a declaration setting forth the
11 reason why he desires to recover possession of the same,
12 —■ so as to read as follows: —  Section 2. Such person
13 may take from the superior court or from a district court
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14 a writ in the form of an original summons, which shall
15 summon the defendant to answer to the complaint of the
16 plaintiff that the defendant is in possession of the land or
17 tenements in question, describing them, which he holds
18 unlawfully and against the right of the plaintiff; and no
19 other declaration shall be required, except that in an
20 action to recover possession of land or tenements from a
21 tenant-at-will whose tenancy has been terminated without
22 his fault, either by  operation of law or by some act of
23 the landlord other than a notice to quit for non-payment
24 of rent under section twelve of chapter one hundred and
25 eighty-six, the plaintiff shall file with his writ a deelara-
26 tion setting forth the reason why he desires to recover
27 possession of the same. The action shall be brought in
28 the county and, if brought in a district court, in the
29 judicial district, where the land or tenements lie.

1 S e c t io n  2. Said chapter two hundred and thirty-nine
2 is hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof
3 a new section to be numbered nine as follows:'— Section
4 9. There shall be no recovery under this chapter of any
5 land or tenements from a tenant-at-will whose tenancy
6 has been terminated without his fault, either by opera-
7 tion of law or by some act of the landlord other than a
8 notice to quit for non-payment of rent under section
9 twelve of chapter one hundred and eighty-six, unless the

10 plaintiff proves by a fair preponderance of the evidence
11 that the tenant or his family has interfered with the
12 quiet enjoyment of land or tenements by other persons
13 living in the immediate neighborhood, that the tenant or
14 his family are damaging the land or tenements which
15 they occupy, that the owner of the land or tenements
16 desires to occupy the same himself or desires to erect a
17 new building on such land.






