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Accompanying the petition of the Boston Women’s Trade Union

League that the term “overseers of the poor” be abolished and that
further provision be made for aiding needy mothers. Social Welfare.
January 19.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
To change the Name of Overseers of the Poor and for

Other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter seven hundred and sixty-three of the acts of
2 the year nineteen hundred and thirteen, is hereby
3 amended as follows: By striking out section one and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: Section 1.
5 The overseers of the poor in every city and town are
6 hereby designated, for the purposes of this act, adminis-
-7 trators of public welfare, and by striking out the words
8 “overseers of the poor” wherever they occur in said chap-
-9 ter and inserting in place thereof the words: adminis-

-10 trators of public-welfare, —and by striking out the word
11 “overseers”, wherever it occurs in said chapter, and in-
-12 serting in place thereof the word: administrators, —
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13 and by adding at the end of said chapter the following:
14 Section 10. In every city and in every town having a
15 population of five thousand or more, there shall be ap-
-16 pointed, in accordance with civil service law and rules, a
17 woman to be known as investigator for mothers’ aid and
18 who shall investigate all applicants for aid under the pro-
-19 visions of this act.
20 Towns having a population, jointly, of five thousand
21 or less, may, with the approval of the department of
22 public welfare, combine for the purpose of employing an
23 investigator for mothers’ aid.
24 Investigators for mothers’ aid shall be paid a salary to
25 be fixed by the governor and council and department of
26 public welfare, and the salary and expenses of the said
27 investigators for mothers’ aid shall be paid by the cities
28 or towns employing them, and the said cities or towns

29 shall be reimbursed out of funds appropriated for the
30 reimbursement of cities and towns by the commonwealth
31 for disbursements by said cities and towns in connection
32 with the administration of chapter seven hundred and
33 sixty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen
34 and acts in amendment thereof.






