
HOUSE No. 881

Accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts League of Women
Voters that women be given equal rights with men to hold office in
the service of the Commonwealth. State Administr

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One

AN ACT
Giving Women Equal Rights with Men to hold Office in

Connection with Appointments in the State Service and
Otherwise.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section tw
2 General Laws is hereby
3 words, ” who may be a w

Ive of chapter fifteen of the
amended by striking out the
oman,”, in the second line, sc

Section 12. The division of4 as to read as follow
5 immigration and Americanization shall consist of a di-
-6 rector and an advisory board of six persons. Upon the
7 expiration of the term of office of a director of the di-
-8 vision, his successor shall be appointed for five years by
9 the governor, wdth the advice and consent of the council.

10 Two members of the advisory board shall be appointed
11 annually for three years each, by the governor, with like
12 advice and consent. Said board shall meet at least once
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13 a month, and at such other times as it may determine
14 by rule and when requested by the director or by any
15 three members. The director and members of said board
16 shall receive no compensation for their services, but shall
17 be reimbursed for their actual necessary expenses incurred
18 in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 2. Section six of chapter nineteen of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 words ",five men and two women; 'provided, that the
4 board of trustees of the Norfolk state hospital shall con-
-5 sist of seven men”, in the third, fourth and fifth lines,

Eof the words: ; provided,
shall be women except in the
hospital, so as to read as
board of trustees for each of

6 and inserting in place ther
7 that two of such members
8 case of the Norfolk state
9 follows: Section 6. The

in the preceding section, ex-
iol for the feeble-minded, shall

10 the institutions mentioned
11 cept the Massachusetts sch
12 consist of seven members provided, that two of such

xcept in the case of the Nor-13 members shall be women e

14 folk state hospital. One member of each board, except
in January be appointed for15 as aforesaid, shall annually

16 seven vears from the first Wednesday" of the following

with the advice and consent17 February by the governor,

of trustees of the Massachu-18 of the council. The board
19 setts school for the feeble-minded shall consist of six mem-
-20 bers on the part of the commonwealth, one of whom
21 shall annually be appointed for six by the gov-
-22 ernor, with the advice and consent of the council, and of

3 six members to be elected by the school, subject to the
4 approval of the governor and council. All the above

25 trustees shall serve without compensation, but shall be
26 reimbursed for all expenses incurred in the performance

of their dutie
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Section 3. Section one of chapter twenty-three of the
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
word “may”, in the fourth line, and inserting in place
thereof the word: shall, so as to read as follows:
Section 1. There shall be a department of labor and in-
dustries, under the supervision and control of a commis-
sioner of labor and industries, in this chapter called the
commissioner, an assistant commissioner, who shall be a
woman, and three associate commissioners, one of whom
shall be a representative of labor and one a representative
of employers of labor.

Section 4. Chapter thirty of the General Laws is
?reby amended by inserting after section seven a new

section to be numbered 7A; Section 7A. No person
shall be deemed to be ineligible to hold any state office or
employment by reason of sex.

Section 5. Section thirteen of said chapter thirty is
hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the words:

'provided, that if any of said officers changes her
name and is required by law to re-register under her new
name she shall then pay to the state secretary an addi-

■ent

is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof a new
3 section to be numbered 23: Section 23. No person

4 shall be deemed to be ineligible to hold anv county office
or employment by reason of sex

Section 7. Section two of chapter two hundred and
twenty-two of the General Laws is hereby amended by
triking out the words “but she may be reappointed

1 Section 6. Chapter thirty-four of the General Law
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4 under her new name”, in the ninth line, and inserting
5 in place thereof the words: but upon application and
6 payment of the fee required by law she shall be re-
-7 registered under her new name, whereupon her commis-
-8 sion shall be in full effect for the balance of the unex-
-9 pired term, —so as to read as follows: Section 2. The

10 governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
11 may appoint as special commissioners for terms of seven
12 years, women who are more than twenty-one years of
13 age. Special commissioners shall have like power as jus-
-14 tices of the peace to administer oaths, to take depositions,
15 affidavits, acknowledgements of deeds and other instru-
-16 ments and to issue summonses for witnesses. They shall
17 be entitled to like fees as justices of the peace for like
18 services. A change in the name of a special commis-
-19 sioner shall terminate her commission, but upon appli-
-20 cation and payment of the fee required by law she shall
21 be re-registered under her new name, whereupon her com-
-22 mission shall be in full effect for the balance of the un-

23 expired term.


