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House of Representatives, March 2, 1921.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom were referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 427) of the
board of registrars of voters of the city of Holyoke relative
to declaring and certifying the results of elections, and the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 428) of the board
of registrars of voters of the city of Holyoke relative to the
preparation of annual registers and voting lists in cities and
towns, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee.

LEO P. SENEGAL.

Clje Commontocalti) of e^agsaclnisetts.
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AN ACT
To Include Women Voters in the Same Voting List with

Men and to Simplify the Returns of Registrars of Voters.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-six of chapter fifty-one of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 the second line, the words “

, male and female,” —so as
4to read as follows: Section 36. They shall keep in
5 general registers, records of all persons registered as
6 qualified to vote in the city or town. They shall enter
7 therein the name of every such voter written in full, or

8 instead thereof the surname and first Christian name or

9 that name by which he is generally known, written in
10 full, and the initial of every other name which he may
11 have, and also his age, place of birth and residence on

12 April first preceding or at the time of becoming an in-

-13 habitant of the city or town after said day, the date of
14 his registration and his residence at such date, his occu-
-15 pation and the place thereof, the name and location of
16 the court which has issued to him letters of naturaliza-
-17 tion and the date thereof, if he is a naturalized citizen,
18 and any other particulars necessary to identify him fully.

CJ)c CommonU)ealtJ) o£ a^assacimsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.
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19 Except in Boston, the general registers shall have uniform
20 headings in substantial y the following form, and blank
21 books suitable for the purpose shall be provided at cost
22 by the state secretary to registrars applying therefor;

m
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2 one is hereby amended by
3 the words “ man or woman ’

itriking out, in the ninth line,
and inserting in place thereof
to read as follows: Section4 the word “person”, —so a

The registrars, after April first, shall prepare an
6 annual register containing the names of all qualified voters
( in their city or town for the current year, beginning with
S said day. Such names shall be arranged in alphabetical
9 order, and, opposite to the name of each voter, his resi-

-10 dence on April first preceding or on any subsequent day
11 when he became an inhabitant of the city or town. The1- registrars shall enter in the annual register every name13 contained in the ists transmitted to them by the assessors
14 under section five, which they can identify as that of ab person whose nam e was borne on the voting list of the16 city or town at the last preceding election or town meet-

' mg, giving the residence of each such person on AprilS hist, which, in the case of a person assessed a poll tax,shall be the place at which he was so assessed. Theys all make all inquiries and investigations necessary to

1 Section 2. Section thirty-seven of said chapter fifty-
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21 identify such person, and they shall not enter in the
22 annual register the name of a person objected to by any
23 registrar until such person has been duly notified and
24 given an opportunity to be heard. They shall forthwith
25 enter in the annual register the name of every person
26 whose qualifications as a voter have been determined by
27 them in the current year and whose name has accordingly
28 been entered in the general register. They shall, on or
29 before the first Monday of August in each year, send
30 notice in writing by mail to each voter of the preceding

1 year whose name has not been entered in the annual
2 register of the current year that his or her name has not

been so entered.

1 Section 3 Section fifty-five of said chapter fifty-one
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in the sixth and

leventh lines, the words “They shall enter the names of
4 women voters in separate columns or list so as to

5 read as follows: Section 55. Registrars shall, from the
6 names entered in the annual register of voters, prepare
7 voting lists for use at elections. In such voting lists they
8 shall place the names of all voters entered on the annual
9 register, and no others, and opposite to the name of each

10 his residence on April first preceding or at the time of his

11 becoming an inhabitant of such place after said day. In
12 cities, they shall prepare such voting lists by wards, and if

13 a ward or a town is divided into voting precincts they
14 shall prepare the same by precincts, in alphabetical order,
15 or by streets. Names shall be added thereto or taken
16 therefrom as persons are found to be qualified or not
17 qualified to vote.

1 Section 4. Section sixty-one of said chapter fifty-one
2 is herebv amended by striking out said section and sub-
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3 stituting the follow’ng: Section 61. They shall forth-
-4 with, after the final day for registration before a biennial
5 state or annual city or town election, certify to the state
6 secretary the number of assessed polls, the number of
7 registered voters in the city or town, and in each ward
8 and precinct therein, and the number of persons entitled
9 to vote for a part only of the whole number of officers to

10 be chosen at a state election in such city or town and in
11 each ward and precinct therein, with the titles of the
12 officers for whom such persons are entitled to vote.
13 In cities where the city clerk is not a member of the
14 board of registrars, the registrars shall likewise, after the
15 last day for registration for a city election, certify to the
16 city clerk the number of registered voters in the city, and
17 in each ward and voting precinct therein.

1 Section 5. Section one hundred and five of chapter
2 fifty-four of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the second paragraph, in the twenty-first
4 line, the words “male and female”, —so that said para-
-5 graph will read as follows: The clerk in open meeting
6 shall publicly announce the result of the vote and enter
7 in his records, in words at length, the total number of
8 names of voters checked on the voting lists, the total
9 number of ballots cast, the names of all persons voted

10 for, the number of votes for each person and the title of
11 the office for which he was a candidate, the number of
12 blank ballots for each office, and the number of affirma-
-13 tive and negative votes in answer to any question sub-
-14 mitted to the voters, and shall forthwith make a copy of
15 such record, certify and seal up the same, and deliver it
16 to the city or town clerk, who shall forthwith enter it in
17 his records.
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1 Section 6. Section one hundred and thirty-two of
2 said chapter fifty-four is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the third line, the words ‘male and female”, —so as
4 to read as follows: Section 132. The city or town clerk
5 shall, within fifteen days after an election of state, city
6 or town officers, certify to the state secretary the total
7 number of names of voters checked on the voting list at
8 such election in each voting precinct or town, and a
9 duplicate copy thereof sealed, to be by him transmitted

10 to the governor and council; and the committee of the
11 council tabulating the returns of votes shall include in
12 their report thereon the number of ballots cast in a dis-
-13 trict wherein a question is submitted to the voters and a
14 return thereon is made to the state secretary.

1 Section 7. Section one hundred and thirty-three of
2 said chapter fifty-four is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the third line, the words “male and female’ and by
4 striking out, in the fifth line, the words “, male and fe-

-5 male,” —so as to read as follows: Section 133. The
6 state secretary shall before February first of each year
7 report to the general court the number of assessed polls
8 and the number of registered voters in each city and
9 town at the date of the last preceding state, and city or

10 town election, as the case may be, and the total number
11 of persons who voted at each such election in every city

12 and town, and in every voting precinct therein, and, in
13 the year following a state election the number of votes
14 received by each candidate for nomination and for elec-
-15 tion for a state office, and for election for a state com-
10 mittee, arranged by cities, towns and districts, and a con-

-17 cise statement of other matters relating to elections, with
18 such suggestions as he deems advisable.






