
HOUSE . . . .  No. 1575

C ijc  (E o m m o n to c a ltfi o f s g a s s iH ln ts e tts .

H ou se  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s , April 21, 1921.

The committee on Social Welfare, to whom was referred 
a portion of the report of the joint special committee ap
pointed to consider the entire question of pensions and retire
ment allowances provided under existing law for officials and 
employees of the Commonwealth and of the counties, cities 
and towns (House, No. 1203), report (in part) the accom
panying bill.

For the committee,

J. C. BRIMBLECOM.



C f i e  C o m m o n t o e a l t ! )  of Q ia s s a c fiu s e t t s .

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.

AN ACT
Relative to the Pensions of State and Metropolitan Police 

and of Scrubwomen Employed by the Superintendent 
of Buildings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Section sixty-eight of chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section: — Section 68. Any member of the state police
5 who began continuous service prior to July first, nineteen
6 hundred and twenty-one, who in the judgment of the
7 governor is disabled for useful service in the division of
8 state police, and who is certified by a physician, desig-
9 nated by the governor, to be permanently incapacitated,

10 either physically or mentally, for the further performance
11 of his duty in the division, by injuries sustained through
12 no fault of his own in the actual performance of his duty,
13 and any member of the said division who has performed
14 continuous faithful service for the commonwealth for not
15 less than twenty years, and who in the judgment of the
16 governor is incapacitated for further service as a member
17 of the state police, shall, if he so requests, be retired, and
18 shall annually receive a pension from the commonwealth



19 equal to one half of the compensation received by him
20 at the time of his retirement. The governor may in an
21 emergency call upon any person so pensioned for such
22 temporary service as a state police officer as he may be
23 fitted to perform, and during such service there shall be
24 paid to him the difference between full pay and the
25 rate of pension received by him.

#
1 S e c t io n  2. Section sixty-nine of chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section: — Section 69. The metropolitan district com-
5 mission shall, at the request of any permanent member
6 of its police department who began continuous service
7 prior to July first, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, if
8 in the -judgment of said commission he is disabled for
9 useful service in said department, retire from active

10 service and place upon a pension roll such member if a
11 physician selected by the commission certifies in writing
12 that he is permanently disabled, either mentally or
13 physically, by injuries sustained through no fault of his
14 own in the actual performance of his duty, from further
15 performing duty as such member, or any such member
16 of said department who has performed faithful con-
17 tinuous service therein for not less than twenty years,
18 if in the judgment of the commission said officer is in-
19 capacitated for useful service as a police officer; and
20 every member so retired shall annually receive as a
21 pension one half the amount of compensation received 

^  22 by him at the time of his retirement. The commission
23 may in case of emergency call upon any person pensioned
24 under this section for such temporary service as a police
25 officer as he may be fitted to perform, and during such
26 service there shall be paid to him the difference between
27 full pay and the rate of pension received by him.



1 S e c t io n  3. Section two, paragraph (9), of chapter
2 thirty-two of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out said paragraph and substituting in place
4 thereof the following paragraph: — (9) Any member
5 who is found by the board, after examination by one or
6 more physicians selected by the board, to have been
7 permanently incapacitated, mentally or physically, by
8 injuries sustained through no fault of his own while in
9 the actual performance of his duty, from the further per-

10 formanee of such duty, may be retired, irrespective of
11 age and of his period of service, and shall receive yearly
12 payments as follows: (a) an annuity at his age nearest
13 birthday, as provided by section five (2) B (a); (b) such
14 a pension from the commonwealth that the sum of the
15 annuity and pension shall equal one half of the annual
16 salary received by him at the time when the injury was
17 received. A person retired under this paragraph shall not
18 receive from the commonwealth any other sum by way
19 of annuity, pension or compensation. In case of emer-
20 gency, a retired member of the state police or metro-
21 politan district police may be called upon by the proper
22 authority for such temporary active duty as such officer
23 is able to perform, and there shall be paid to him lor
24 such service the difference between full pay and the rats
25 of pension received by him. The board may require re-
26 examinations from time to time of any member pensioned
27 under this paragraph or under paragraph (8), and it the
28 disability or incapacity is found no longer to exist the
29 pension shall cease and there shall be refunded to such
30 member such sum, if any, as the board finds then re-
31 maining to his credit in the annuity fund.

1 S e c t io n  4. Section two of said chapter thirty-two
2 is hereby further amended by  adding at the end



3 thereof a paragraph numbered ten, as follows: — (10;
4 If any member is found by the board to have died
5 from injuries received while in the discharge of his duty,
6 and leaves a widow, or if no widow any child or children
7 under the age of sixteen, a pension equal to the pension
8 to which such member would have been entitled under
9 paragraph (9) had he been permanently incapacitated

10 shall be paid to such widow so long as she remains un-
11 married, or for the benefit of such child or children so
12 long as he or any one of them continues under the age
13 of sixteen. A person receiving an annuity under this
14 paragraph shall not receive from the commonwealth any
15 other sum by way of annuity, pension or compensation.

1 S e c t io n  5. Section four (2) B of chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding after
3 paragraph (£) the following paragraph: — (e) Each
4 month, such amount as the board may determine to
5 be necessary to pay current pensions on account of dis-
6 ability, permanent incapacitation or death under para-
7 graphs (8), (9) and (10) of section two.

1 Section 6. Section sixty-three of said chapter th irty-
2 two is hereby amended b y  inserting at the end o f the
3 second sentence in said section the following: — The
4 two preceding sections shall not apply to judges of pro-
5 bate and insolvency appointed after July first, nineteen
6 hundred and twenty-one. Any judge of probate and
7 insolvency retired under article LVIII of the amend-
8 ments to  the constitution shall on retirement be entitled
9 to receive a pension equal to  one half the salary which

10 a like judge was entitled to receive immediately prior to
11 July first, nineteen hundred and twenty-one.



1 S e c t io n  7. Section seventy-four of chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 the word “ in” , in the first line, and inserting the words:
4 —  who entered prior to July first, nineteen hundred and
5 twenty-one, the continuous, —  so that said section shall
6 read as follows:—  Section 74- Any woman who entered
7 prior to July first, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, the
8 continuous employ of the superintendent of buildings as
9 a cleaner and scrubwoman, who has reached the age of

10 sixty and has been in such employ or in that of the ser-
11 geant-at-arms for not less than fifteen years and has
12 become physically or mentally incapacitated for labor,
13 and any such employee who has been in such employ for
14 not less than ten years and has become physically or
15 mentally incapacitated for labor by reason of any injury
16 received in the performance of her duties, may, with the
17 approval of the superintendent, be retired from service,
18 and if so retired she shall receive from the common-
19 wealth for the remainder of her life the sum of three
20 dollars per week.






