
Department of the Attorney General
Boston, May 27, 1921

Hon. Frank G. Allen, President of the Senate
Hon. Benjamin Boring Young, Speaker of the House of Represent

alive

Gentlemen: You have requested my opinion as to
whether or not under the present system of biennial elections
the presiding officers of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives elected last January hold office for one year or for
the two-year term for which the members of the Senate and
House were elected.

The Sixty-fourth Article of Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of this Commonwealth, which was submitted to and
ratified by the people on November 5, 1918, provides, so far
as is pertinent to your question, that senators and repre-
sentatives shall be elected biennially and that the terms of
senators and representatives shall begin with the first
Wednesday in January succeeding their election and shall
extend to the first Wednesday in January in the third year
following their election and until their successors are chosen
and qualified.

The Constitution of Massachusetts has the following pro-
visions relative to the choice of the presiding officers of the
two branches of the General Court;

Mass. Const., Pt. 11, c. I, § 11, art. VII
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dent and Speaker, respectively, these presiding officers are
elected to serve until the General Court which chose them
to preside over the Senate and House of Representatives is
dissolved, as provided for in the Constitution, to wit, on the
day next preceding the first Wednesday in January in the
third year following the state election at which the senators
and representatives were elected. It is to be observed that
under this article of the Constitution the General Court is
not dissolved until the day next preceding the first Wednes-
day in January in the third year following their election.

There is, therefore, a clear distinction between persons
elected under the Constitution as officers of the General
Court and such committees as, by the rules of the Senate and
House, it is provided “shall be appointed at the beginning
of the political year.” Accordingly, in answer to your in-
quiry I would state that the presiding officers of the Senate
and House of Representatives elected last January hold
office for the two-year term for which the members of the
Senate and House were elected and until the General Court
now organized shall be dissolved “on the day next preceding
the first Wednesday in January in the third year following
their election.”

Yours very truly

J. WESTON ALLEN,
Attorney General


