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HOUSE No. 45
Accompanying the fourth recommendation of the Division of Insur-

of the Department of Banking and Insurance (see House, No. 41
urance. January 4

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-T

AN ACT
Relative to the Payment of Burial Benefits by Certain

Fraternal Benefit Societies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section forty-five of chapter one hundred and seventy-
hereby amended by inserting

in the eleventh line thereof
so as to read: Section Jfs.
corporations, governed by

•s and limiting their member-
four and domestic fraternal

2 six of the General Laws i;

3 after the word “applicable
4 the word: twenty-two,
5 Domestic fraternal benefit

6 direct vote of their member
7 ship as provided in section
8 benefit corporations limitir their membership to the
9 permanent employees of cities or towns, the common-

-10 wealth or the federal government and not paying death
11 benefits but paying annuities or gratuities contingent upon
12 disability or long service, may continue to transact busi-
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13 ness in the commonwealth. Such corporations and like
14 societies incorporated under this chapter shall be gov-
-15 erned by sections four to eleven, inclusive, fourteen and
16 twenty-one, so far as the same are applicable, twenty-
-17 two, thirty, thirty-two, thirty-six to thirty-eight, in-
-18 elusive, and forty-eight of this chapter and section five of
19 chapter fifty-nine, and in addition by the following pro-
-20 visions: The officers of such limited corporations shall be
21 elected by ballot by the members as often as once in two
22 years. Proxies shall not be used in voting. No person
2.3 under sixteen shall be admitted to membership. The
24 recoi'ding officer of such a corporation shall file with the
25 commissioner amendments to its by-laws, in English,
26 within thirty days after their adoption. Such equitable
27 assessments, either periodical or otherwise, shall be made
28 upon the members as shall be necessary to carry out the
29 purposes of the organization. Paid agents shall not be
30 employed in soliciting or procuring members, except that
il corporations which limit their certificate holders to a
2 particular fraternity may pay members for securing new

33 members, and any corporation may pay local collectors.
34 No corporation formed after January first, nineteen hun-
-35 dred and twelve, unless it confines its membership to that
36 of a particular fraternity in any one county, or to a lodge
37 of some fraternity, shall contract to pay benefits to its
38 members until it shall satisfy the commissioner that it has
39 received at least five hundred bona fide applications for
40 membership. With the written approval of the commis-
-41 sioner, and the consent of each coi'poration expressed by
42 vote at a duly called meeting, any corporation governed
43 by this section may transfer its membership and funds to
44 any authorized similar corporation.






