
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Revresentat
On June 17, 1921, the wooden bridge over the Saugus

River on the Lynnway Boulevard, under the control of the
Metropolitan District Commission, was burned to the water’s
edge for a length of about 420 feet. A very important line
of communication from Boston and its suburbs to Lynn,
Swampscott, Salem and other portions of Essex County was
thereby broken. Xo appropriation was available for the
reconstruction of this bridge
Metropolitan District Commii

but with my approval, the
ion voted to direct its Chief

Engineer to prepare plans for a permanent bridge to cost
not exceeding §150,000; and the Metropolitan District Com-
missioner obtained subscriptions from the leading banks and
bankers of Boston to the amount of §150,000 to pay the cost
of constructing a permanent bridge, upon the assurance that
I would recommend to the Legislature of 1922 the repayment
to the subscribers of the sums so advanced.

Late in June a delegation from Essex County, headed by
Mayor Creamer of Lynn and Henry S. Baldwin, Chief En-
gineer of the General Electric Company, met the Metropoli-
tan District Commission and urged the immediate construc-
tion of a temporary wooden bridge on account of the serious
interference with travel caused by the destruction of a large
portion of the old bridge. The fact that no funds of the
Commonwealth were available for the work was called to the
attention of this delegation and Mayor Creamer promptly
undertook to obtain from the Citv Council of Lynn an
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appropriation of the sum necessary to construct a temporary
wooden bridge. It was understood that no contract could
be made or promise given that the Commonwealth would
reimburse the City of Lynn, but again I gave assurance that
I would recommend to the General Court of 1922 that the
City of Lynn be reimbursed for the sum expended for the
■construction of the temporary wooden bridge.

Rapid progress was made in the preparation of plans and
the awarding of a contract for labor and equipment. The
General Electric Company assisted in every way possible and
work was started on the morning of July 5. Every effort
was made by competent men to push the work as rapidly as
possible and at moderate cost. On July 18, the bridge was
sufficiently completed to allow traffic over it, and the Com-
missioner of the Metropolitan District, therefore, took over
from Mayor Creamer of Lynn at that time the operation of
the bridge, and it was opened to the public. Thus a bridge
adequate for several years was constructed in record breaking-
time, and the immediate need for a permanent fire-proof
bridge ceased. It appears that the cost of the work, includ-
ing insurance against fire for a period of six months, was
137,853.15, and I therefore recommend that an appropriation
be made at an early date to reimburse the City of Lynn for
such sum as may be due with interest thereon at a reason-
able rate. I also commend the public spirit of all who co-
operated so efficiently to minimize the inconvenience to a
large number of our people.
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