
HOUSE No. 637

REPORT RELATIVE TO WIDENING WESTERN AV-
ENUE AND CONSTRUCTION OF A SEA WALL IN
GLOUCESTER.

Boston, Jan. 13, 1922.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives, Commomvealth

16, provided as follow:The Resolve of 1921, chapter

Resolved, That the division of wat
partment of public works is hereby
officials of the city of Gloucester anc

srways and public lands of the de-
authorized to confer with the city

. with the county commissioners of
the countv of Essex relative to the widening of Western avenue and the
construction of a sea wall and improvements in connection therewith, in
the city of Gloucester, and to report thereon to the general court at the
next annual session, not later than the second Saturday in January, with
its recommendations as to what part, if any, of the expense involved
liould be borne by the commonwealth. [Approved April 8, 1921

In accordance therewith the Division of Waterways and
Public Lands of the Department of Public Works has con-
ferred with the local officials and has had the locality examined
by its engineer, and respectfully presents the following report.

The proposed improvement consists in widening Western
Avenue, which is. the entrance to the city of Gloucester and
which carries, especially during the summer months, a very heavy
traffic. The effect of this work will be to widen and improve
the highway and extend the present park system from the
bridge over the canal connecting Western Harbor with the

of Massai '■husetts.
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Anmsquam River, along Pavilion Beach to a point about op-posite the Tavern, a distance of approximately 1,600 feet.
As a most desirable part

should be built between the
at the canal, a length of
tween this wall and the pre
feet at the greatest point
improvements.

of this improvement a sea wall
existing walls at the Tavern and
about 1,200 feet, the space be-
;ent shore line a width of 150
~ being filled in for the park

The sea wall is planned to be built of concrete with its
foundation at about half tide and extending to a point about
4 feet above the ground level. This wall will be faced with
granite from the beach level to 2 feet above mean high water.
The heavy riprap, which at present protects the existing shore
line, could advantageously be removed and used as a protec-
tion for the foundation of the proposed wall.

At the present time approximately 200 feet of the shore
adjoining the sea wall in front of the Tavern is used as a
bathing beach. If it is desired to continue this use, a portion
of the wall can be omitted and the end of it turned toward
the shore.

The Department believes that this is a desirable improve-
ment in which the Commonwealth, the county of Essex and the
city of Gloucester should each bear a part of the expense.

No detail plans or surveys have been made for this improve-
ment, but the following approximate estimates of cost are
based upon the best information at hand;

Sea wall $60,000
60,000
50,000

Highway, SO feet wide
Filling, between wall and shore

$170,000

After careful consideration the Department recommends
that one-half the cost of constructing the sea wall, not includ-
ing the cost of that part of it which will be above the finished
grade of the proposed parkway, and in no case to exceed $25,000,
be borne by the Commonwealth, the remainder of the cost
of the whole improvement to be paid by the county of Essex
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city of Gloucester in such proportion as may herein
agreed upon.

and the
after be

The Department presents the attached bill in accordance
is recommendation.with thi;

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN N. COLE,
Commissioner of Public Works

JESSE B. BAXTER,
RICHARD K. HALE,

Associate Commissions
Division f Waterways and Public Lands.
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An Act relative to the AVidening of AVestern Avenue and the

Construction of a Sea AA all in the City of Gloucester,

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The division of waterways and public lands of the de-

partment of public works is hereby authorized to construct a sea wall
in Gloucester harbor, along a portion of AVestern avenue, in the city of

Gloucester for'the purpose of protecting from the sea a park and road-
way to be built jointly by the city of Gloucester and the county commis-
sioners of Essex county, and may expend for said sea wall during the
years nineteen hundred and twenty-two and nineteen hundred and
twenty-three a sum not exceeding sixty thousand dollars; provided, how-
ever that fifty per cent of the total cost of said wall, but not exceeding
twenty-five thousand dollars, shall be paid by the commonwealth, and
the balance by the city of Gloucester and the county of Essex jointly.

Section 2. Said city and the county commissioners of Essex county

shall fill back of said sea wall and build said roadway, and may expend

therefor during nineteen hundred and twenty-two and nineteen hundred
and twenty-three a sum not exceeding in the aggregate one hundred and

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

ten thousand dollars.
Section 3. The construction of said sea wall shall not be commence

until the necessary funds have been made available by the commonweaW


