
Accompanying the petition of Harry J. Fagan that cities and towns
be authorized to contribute to the cost of street railway service within
their limits. Street Railways. January 19.

AN ACT
To authorize Cities and Towns to contribute toward the Cost

of Street Railway Service therein.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Any city or town, by a majority vote of the voters
2 voting thereon, may, from time to time, for the purpose of
3 obtaining lower fares or of avoiding a reduction or dis-
-4 continuance of service, enter into an agreement or agree-
-5 ments with a street railway company operating a street
6 railway in such city or town to pay any part or all of any
7 excess of the cost of the service on the lines of the com-
-8 pany operated in such city or town above the amount of
9 the receipts from such lines arising from the rates and

10 fares in effect thereon during the period covered by any
11 such agreement; provided, that the contribution of such
12 citv or town shall not in any one year exceed the sum of
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13 two dollars per one thousand dollars of the assessed valua-
-14 tion of such city or town of the year preceding the date of
15 such agreement; and provided, also, that any such city or
16 town contributing as aforesaid may apply to the depart-
-17 intent of public utilities for the determination of any
18 question relating to the character or extent of the service
19 rendered or facilities furnished in such city or town in
20 pursuance of said agreement, in the event of differences
21 arising between the street railway company and such city
22 or town in relation thereto. Such vote in cities shall be
23 taken at the annual city election, and in towns at any
24 town meeting called for the purpose. In either case the
25 vote shall be taken by ballot, and the question shall be
26 submitted in such form as the city council or the select-
-27 men may determine. Such agreement shall not be effec-
-28 tive until approved by the department of public utilities.


