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House of Representatives, March 28, 1922.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-
ferred the special report of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth and the Attorney-General (under chapter 32 of the
resolves of 1921) relative to the operation of the laws as to
the legal residence of women voters (House, No. 1225), report
the accompanying bill.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Legal Residences of Women for Purposes of

Registration for Voting at Elections.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter fifty-one of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the fol-
-3 lowing: —For the purpose of voting and registration
4 therefor a married woman may have a legal residence
5 separate from that of her husband, so as to read as
6 follows: Section 1. Every citizen twenty-one years of
7 age or older, not being a pauper or person under guar-
-8 dianship who can read the constitution of the common-
-9 wealth in English and write his name, and who has

10 resided in the commonwealth one year and in the city or
11 town where he claims a right to vote six months last
12 preceding a state, city or town election, and who has
13 complied with the requirements of this chapter, may have
14 his name entered on the list of voters in such city or
15 town, and may vote therein in any such election or in any
16 meeting held for the transaction of town affairs. No
17 other person shall have his name entered upon the list
18 of voters or have the right to vote; except that no person
19 who is prevented from reading or writing as aforesaid by
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20 a physical disability, or who had the right to vote on
21 May first, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, shall, if
22 otherwise qualified, be deprived of the right to vote by
23 reason of not being able so to read or write; and no
24 person who, having served in the army or navy of the
25 United States in time of war, has been honorably dis-
-26 charged from such service, if otherwise qualified to vote,
27 shall be disqualified therefrom on account of receiving or
28 having received aid from any city or town, or because he
29 is exempted by section five of chapter fifty-nine from the
30 assessment of a poll tax; and no person otherwise quali-
-31 fied to vote for national or state officers shall, by reason
32 of a change of residence within the commonwealth, be
33 disqualified from voting for such officers in the city or
34 town from which he has removed his residence until the
35 expiration of six months from such removal. For the
36 purpose of voting and registration therefor a married
37 woman may have a legal residence separate from that of
38 her husband.




