
HOUSE .... No. 1560
House Bill No. 1521, as amended and passed by the House to be

engrossed. April 12.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Two.

AN ACT
Relative to Witness Fees for Police Officers in Certain Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfjc CommontoealtJ) of

1 Section 1. Section fifty-three of chapter two hundred
2 and sixty-to of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “attendance”, in the ninth line,

4 the following: Any police officer named in section fifty
5 except a police officer of the city of Boston, who attend

,s a witness in a criminal case pending in a district court
t before a trial justice and who by reason of a continu-

8 ance or postponement thereof at the request of the
9 defendant, is required, to again attend, shall, if not on

10 duty and if it is so ordered by the court or trial justice,
11 be paid for such further attendance the same fee as other
12 witnesses, —so as to read as follows: —Section 53. Am
13 officer named in section fifty who attends as a witnes:
14 at a place other than his residence shall, instead of hi
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15 expenses, be allowed the witness fee in the court or before

16 the trial justice where he testifies. A police officer on

17 duty at night who attends the superior court as a witness

18 for the commonwealth shall be paid the same fees as any

19 other witness. A police officer who is a witness for the

20 commonwealth, and who under the direction of the dis-

-21 trict attorney aids in securing the attendance of other

22 witnesses, may receive, in stead of his expenses, witness
23 fees for one day’s attendance. Any police officer named

24 in section fifty, except a police officer of the city of Bos-

-25 ton, who attends as a witness in a criminal case pending
26 in a district court or before a trial justice and who by

postponement thereof at the
is required to again attend,

27 reason of a continuance or
28 request of the defendant

it is so ordered by the court
such further attendance the

29 shall, if not on duty and if
30 or trial justice, be paid for

ses. Police officers shall serve

when requested by the district
31 same fee as other witnesse

lubpoenas upon witnesse

of service shall have the same

arn of a deputy sheriff or con-
13 attorney, and their returns
14 force and effect as the ret

35 stabl

lix of said chapter two hun-
amended bv inserting before

1 Section 2. Section fifty

dred and sixty-two is hereb;
line, the words: —except as
to read as follows; Section

the word “A”, in the first
4 otherwise provided, so as

provided, a state police officer5 56. Except as otherwise
6 or an officer of the commonwealth whose salary is fixed
7 by law, or any employee of the commonwealth receiving
8 regular compensation therefrom, shall not be entitled to a

9 witness fee before any court or trial justice in a cause in
10 which the commonwealth is a party. An officer whose
11 is derived solely from fees shall not be
12 entitled to receive more than one fee as a witness for a
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13 day’s attendance on court under one or more summonses
14 in behalf of the commonwealth, and the said fee shall be
15 apportioned by the clerk among the cases in which he is
16 so summoned.

House of Representatives, April 12, 1922.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.
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