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Department of Conservation

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Gentlemen: In compliance with section 33 of chapter

30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 2, chapter
24, Acts of 1922, I have the honor to submit herewith such
parts of the annual report of the Department of Conserva-
tion as contain recommendations for legislative action with
reference to the Division of Forestry.

Very truly your

W. A. L. BAZELEY

Cbc Coraraontoealtl) of egassiubusctts.

Commissioner.
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The Commissioner is of the opinion that the several
statutes under which land for State forest is acquired and
administered should be so amended as to make them uniform
in all their essential features.

1. The Mohawk Trail Reservation.
Chapter 344 of the Acts of 1921, authorizing the Com-

missioner to acquire lands lying on both sides of the so-called
Mohawk Trail, does not provide as in the case of the original
State forest law (General Laws, chapter 132, section 30) that
the Commissioner in taking such lands by eminent domain
shall do so with the approval of the Governor and Council.
Neither does it give him authority, as in the original act, to
sell or exchange any land thus acquired which in his judg-
ment can no longer be used advantageously for the purposes
for which it was acquired, or exchange it for other land which
may be more valuable to the Commonwealth. The Com-
missioner therefore recommends legislation which will make
the above acts correspond in these particulars.

2. Taking of Land for State Forest
Section 33 of chapter 132 of the General Laws, which pro-

vides for the acquisition by the Commissioner of Conserva-
tion of 100,000 acres of land and their development into
State forests, should lie amended so as to require the ap-
proval of the Governor and Council when taking such land
by eminent domain, and that such taking should be made
under the provisions of chapter 79 of the General Laws.

The Commissioner is of the opinion that said chapter
should also give him authority to sell or exchange any land
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thus acquired which in his judgment can no longer be used
advantageously, and be given authority to execute such deeds
of conveyance as may be necessary.

Conveyance of Land no longer needed.

Section 30 of chapter 132 of the General Laws, as amended
by chapter 185 of the Acts of 1922, gives to the Commis-
sioner, subject to the approval of the advisory council of the
Department of Conservation, authority to sell or exchange
any land which in his judgment can no longer be used ad-
vantageously for its original purposes, but does not specific-
ally state that he may execute such deeds of conveyance as
may be necessary. The Commissioner recommends the act
be amended by the insertion of such a provision.

4. Aid to Certain Towns for the Cost of extinguish-

ing Forest Fires.
To many towns in the Commonwealth the cost of ex-

tinguishing forest fires has become a serious burden. Under
the provisions of section 24 of chapter 48 of the General
Laws, every town, the valuation of which does not exceed
$1,250,000, which has expended a sum equal to one-tenth of
1 per cent of its valuation, is entitled to reimbursement from
the State of 50 per cent of any sum expended in excess of the

above amount u,p to $250 in any one year. There are ap-
proximately one hundred towns in the Commonwealth that
come within the provisions of this statute, and in these towns
is probably 75 per cent of our valuable growing timber.
The valuation of many of these towns is less than $500,000,
and in such towns, notwithstanding the financial aid extended
to them under the present law, the cost of extinguishing
forest fires in many cases becomes practically prohibitive.
The imperative need of protecting from fire the forest growth
in these towns is such as to cause the Commissioner to feel
that the law should be so amended as to increase the assist-
ance now given them, and he so recommends.




