
HOUSE No. 99

Accompanying the second recommendation of the Department of
Mental Diseases (see House, No. 97). Public Institutions. January 3.

AN ACT
Relative to Transfers and Removals of Inmates in Institu-

tions under the Supervision of the Department of Mental
Diseases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 three of the General Laws, as amended by section two of
3 chapter three hundred .and seventeen of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty-one and section four of chapter
5 four hundred and ten of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 twenty-two, is hereby further amended by striking out
7 in lines seven to nine, inclusive, the words “and no person
8 shall be so transferred to the Bridgewater state hospital
9 unless he has been a criminal and vicious in his life”;

10 by striking out the fourth sentence; by striking out in the
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11 nineteenth line, the words “state charge” and inserting
12 in place thereof the word: inmate, and by striking
13 out, in the twenty-second and twenty-third lines, the
14 words “state charge or indigent”, so as to read as
15 follows: Section 20. The department, subject to the
16 following section, may transfer to and from any institu-
-17 tion any inmate thereof who, in its opinion, is a proper
18 subject for admission to the institution to which he is to
19 be transferred, but no such inmate shall be transferred
20 to be detained as an insane person unless he has been
21 duly committed as insane by a judge or court. A record
22 of such transfer shall be entered in the registers of the in-
-23 stitutions to and from which he is transferred. The com-
-24 mitment papers, together with an abstract of his hospital
25 case record, shall be transmitted with him to the institu-
-26 tion to which he is transferred. The department may also
27 remove any inmate in any state hospital to any country,
28 state or place where he belongs, and may enter into an
29 agreement with the corresponding board or commission of
30 any other state for the transfer of any insane person from
31 one state to the other where, after a full investigation of
32 all the facts, he may be deemed equitably to belong; but no
33 such person shall be removed outside this commonwealth
34 if he is subject to the orders of a court of this common-
-35 wealth, except that any such person who is subject to
36 such orders may be so removed from Bridgewater state
37 hospital at any time when he would have been entitled
38 to parole if he had not become insane. In making such
39 transfers and removals the department, so far as practica-
-40 ble, shall employ nurses or attendants instead of officers
41 of the law, and shall employ female nurses or attendants
42 to accompany female patients.


