
HOUSE No. 138
Accompanying the first recommendation of the Division of Highways

of the Department of Public Works (see House, No. 137). Highways
and Motor Vehicles. January 3.

AN ACT
Relative to the Protection of Highway Bridges from Heavy

Loads.

1 Section 1 . Section thirty-four of chapter eighty-six
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and inserting in place thereof the following: —•

4 Section 34-. The division or the local authorities, except
5 as provided in the following section having control of any
6 bridge or any road, may maintain notices at each end of
7 any such bridge legible at a distance of fifty feet, stating
8 the maximum weight of vehicle with load which I’the
) bridge will safely carry to be six ton

1 Section 2. Said chapter eighty-six is hereby further
2 amended by adding at the end thereof the following new
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5 span in excess of ten feet shall be constructed or recon-
-6 structed by any county or town except in accordance with
7 plans and specifications therefor approved by the division
8 of highways of the department of public works. Said
9 division shall approve or disapprove all such plans sub-

-10 mitted to it and shall determine the maximum load which
11 any such bridge may safely carry, and the division or the
12 local authorities having control of such bridge may main-
-13 tain notices at each end of any such bridge legible at a
14 distance of fifty feet stating the maximum weight of
15 vehicle with load which the bridge will safely carry. The
16 owner of a vehicle operated on any bridge posted under
17 the provisions of this or the preceding section shall be
18 responsible for all damage resulting thereto if the weight
19 of the vehicle and load exceeds the maximum load as
20 posted under this or the preceding section, and the
21 amount of the damage may be recovered in an action at
22 law by the authorities charged with the maintenance of
23 the bridge. Any person operating a vehicle, the weight
24 of which with its load exceeds the maximum weight as
25 provided under this or the preceding section, that causes
26 damage to a bridge posted as provided in this chapter,
27 shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars
28 nor more than one hundred dollars.

4 Section 35. No bridge on a public highway having a


