
District Attorney

Boston, Deo. 16, 1922,

Hon. B. Boeing Young, Speaker of the House, State House, Boston,
Mass.

Dear Sir: The Grand Jurors of Suffolk County at
their June sitting, 1922, voted that the attached statement
relative to the prices charged customers for food at lunch
rooms in Boston be sent to the General Court for its con-
sideration.

Very trulv yours,

THOMAS C. O’BRIEN

HOUSE No. 160

Cl)e Commontocalti) of €©assad)Uoctts.

District Attorney.



9 [Jan.HOUSE No. 160.

June 26, 1922.

To District Attorney Thomas C. O’Brien.
The Grand Jurors of Suffolk County have held a number

of hearings during the several sittings relative to the prices
charged customers for food at lunch rooms in Boston. While
no presentment is made against any person, firm or corpora-
tion, charging a violation of law, there are found, however,
certain pertinent facts which the Jurors feel the public
should know;

First. Unwarranted prices are being charged at the pres-
ent time in lunch rooms in Boston, although there have been
some decreases in prices and increases in sizes of orders of
some articles of food served in lunch rooms during the
progress of this inquiry.

Second. The average drop in the wholesale prices of
raw food materials entering into the articles served in the
lunch rooms is about 25 per cent during the past year; but
during the same period of time the lunch room proprietors
have made no practical decrease in the prices charged their
customers.

Third. In the case of one chain lunch room operating in
Boston, on a comparatively small investment, one individual
recently took for himself $175,000 for the year’s profits,
and, in addition, two of his associates got $15,000 each for
salaries and dividends and a bonus of $lO,OOO each. One
well-known lunch room, not of the chain variety, made
profits of approximately $450,000.

Fourth. The law as it is in force at present seems to be
inadequate to meet the situation.

Fifth. The Jurors have concluded from their investiga-
tion that there is probably not sufficient competition in the
lunch-room business in Boston where the demand for this
class of service is great and constantly increasing.

Sixth. The burden of the excessive charges falls heaviest
on those who can least afford it, the host of clerks,
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stenographers, working girls and men of family struggling on
small salaries. It would seem to be likely that if the moral
and civic sense of those concerned will not force them to
lower prices, legislative action might place in the hands of
law-enforcing officers a remedy that might adequately and
effectively meet the situation.

You are respectfully requested to make these facts public
and to transmit a copy of these findings for legislative in-
quiry and action next January.

MARTIN J. RYAN,
Foreman of the Grand Jury.

LAWRENCE T. PRIOR,
Clerk of the Grand Jury.




