
HOUSE No. 283
Accompanying the petition of John D. W. Bodfish that a division of

the physically handicapped be established in the Department of Edu-
cation. State Administration. January 8.

AN ACT
To establish the Division of the Physically Handicapped in

the Department of Education.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 That chapter fifteen and chapter sixty-nine of the
2 General Laws be amended as follows: by striking out
3 in chapter fifteen in sections thirteen and fourteen the
4 word “blind”, wherever it appears, and inserting in
5 place thereof the words: physically handicapped,
6 and by striking out in said section fourteen the words
7 “thirty-five hundred dollars”, and inserting in place
8 thereof the words: five thousand dollars, —so as to

9 read as follows; Section 13. The division of the phys-
-10 ically handicapped shall consist of the commission for
11 the physically handicapped. The director of said com-
-12 mission shall be the director of said division.

Cl)c Commontoealtf) of e^assaclnisctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.
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Section 14- The commission for the physically handi-
capped shall consist of a director, at such salary, not
exceeding five thousand dollars, as the governor and
council determine, and five associate members, who shall
serve without compensation. Upon the expiration of
the term of office of a director, his successor shall be
appointed for five years by the governor, with the ad-
vice and consent of the council. One associate mem-
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ber shall annually be appointed by the governor, with
like advice and consent, for five years. Said director
and associate members shall be reimbursed for expenses
necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties.
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And by striking out section fifteen of said chapter
fifteen and inserting in place thereof the following:
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Section 15. The director, with the consent of the27
28 governor and council, may appoint, and for cause re-

move, one or more deputies, and with like consent may29

determine their salaries and duties, and he may, with30

the approval of the commission for the physically hand!31
32 capped, designate a deputy to act as director during his
33 absence or disability, and he may, subject to the ap-
34 proval of said commission, appoint at such compensation

as he may fix, such agents, teachers and subordinate35

officers as said commission may deem necessary, and36

37 may remove them with the approval of said commission,
but no person employed by him shall be a member of38

said commission.39

And by striking out in said chapter sixty-nine in
sections twelve, thirteen, fourteen, seventeen, eighteen,
nineteen, twenty-one, twenty-three and twenty-five the
word “blind”, wherever it appears in said sections and
inserting in place thereof in each instance, the words:
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physically handicapped, and by striking out in said
section nineteen the word “blindness”, and inserting in
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place thereof the words: the same, —so as to read47
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as follows: Section 12. The division of the physically
handicapped shall make its own by-laws and adopt all

necessary rules and regulations, and shall act in an ad-
visory capacity with respect to the administration and
execution of the laws by the director and shall visit all
schools and workshops established under its authority.

48
49
50
51
52

53
Section 13. The division shall act as a bureau of

information and industrial aid, the object of which shall
be to aid the physically handicapped in finding employ-
ment and to develop home industries for them.
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Section 14- The division may, with the approval of
the governor and council, establish, equip and main-
tain, and may discontinue, schools for industrial training
of physically handicapped persons, and workshops for
their employment.

58
59
60
61

62
Section 17. The director shall be the executive head63

of the division, and all bills by it contracted shall be
subject to his approval. He may act as the representa-
tive of the physically handicapped in all proceedings
before any department, board or commission of the
commonwealth or of any county, city or town therein.
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Section 18. The director shall administer the laws
relative to the physically handicapped and shall prepare
rules and regulations for consideration and adoption by
the division.
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Section 19. He shall maintain a register of the phys-
ically handicapped in the commonwealth, which shall
describe their condition, cause of the same and capacity
for education and industrial training. The supervisor
of the decennial census shall aid him by furnishing, upon
his request, the names, addresses and such other facts
concerning the physically handicapped as may be ob-
tained in taking any such census. The department of
public welfare and the overseers of the poor shall aid
the director by reporting whenever outdoor or indoor
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aid is granted to families in which there is a physically
handicapped member, and the director shall report in
turn to the said department and the said overseers any
activity on his part in relation to physically handicapped
persons who or whose families are known to be receiving
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or to have received public outdoor or indoor aid.88

Section 21. The director may provide for the instruc-
tion of the adult physically handicapped at their homes
and may furnish materials and tools to any physically
handicapped persons as are engaged in home industries
in marketing their products. He may pay suitable
wages to the employees of schools and workshops es-
tablished under section fourteen and may devise means
for the sale and distribution of the products of such
schools and workshops.
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Section 23. The director may ameliorate the condi-
tion of the physically handicapped by devising means
to facilitate the circulation of books, by promoting
visits among the aged or helpless physically handicapped
in their homes, by aiding individual physically handi-
capped persons with money or other assistance, or by
any other method he may deem expedient; provided,
that he shall not undertake the permanent support or
maintenance of any physically handicapped person.
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Section 25. Articles or supplies, except those made by
prison labor required by any state department or in
state or other public institutions in the commonwealth,
shall be purchased through the superintendent of build-
ings as provided in section six of chapter eight, or by
the officer in charge of such institution directly from the
division of the physically handicapped, provided that
the division has the same for sale and that they were
produced by persons under the supervision of the divi-
sion or in industrial schools or workshops under its
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