
Accompanying the petition of John J. Heffernan for the regulation
of the hearings of the Finance Commission for the city of Boston.
Metropolitan Affairs. January 12.

AN ACT
To regulate Hearings of the Boston Finance Commission.

1 Section eighteen of chapter four hundred and eighty-
-2 six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-4 ing words: The commission may hold private or public
5 hearings on any of the subjects of investigation herein
6 enumerated. Before a report upon any private hearing
7 shall be made which charges or implies that any official
8 or employee of the city of Boston or county of Suffolk
9 or any other person whose acts have been investigated

10 by the commission has committed any offence which is
11 punishable by fine or imprisonment, such official, em-
-12 ployee or other person shall be given notice thereof by the
13 commission and an opportunity to offer in his
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14 own behalf at said private hearing with the aid of counsel
15 and full right of cross examination of the witness against
16 him. If at any public hearing held by the commission there
17 is any evidence of the commission of any offence by any
18 such official, employee or other person which is punish-
-19 able by fine or imprisonment, he shall be notified thereof
20 by the commission and be given an opportunity to offer
21 evidence in his own behalf with the aid of counsel and full
22 right of cross examination of the witnesses against him,
23 so that said section eighteen as amended shall read as
24 follows: Section 18. It shall be the duty of the finance
25 commission from time to time to investigate any and all
26 matters relating to the appropriations, loans, expendi-
-27 tures, accounts, and methods of administration affecting
28 the city of Boston or the county of Suffolk, or any depart-
-29 ment thereof, that may appear to the commission to
30 require investigation, and to report thereon from time to
31 time to the mayor, the city council, the governor, or the
32 general court. The commission shall make an annual
33 report in January of each year to the general court. The
34 commission may hold private or public hearings on any
35 of the subjects of investigation herein enumerated.
36 Before a report upon any private hearing shall be made
37 which charges or implies that any official or employee of
38 the city of Boston or county of Suffolk or any other
39 person whose acts have been investigated by the com-
-40 mission has committed any offence which is punishable
41 by fine or imprisonment, such official, employee or other
42 person shall be given notice thereof by the commission
43 and an opportunity to offer evidence in his own behalf
■44 at said private hearing with the aid of counsel and full
45 right of cross examination of the witnesses against him.
46 If at any public hearing held by the commission there is
47 any rvidence of the commission of any offence by any



HOUSE No. 512.1923.] 3

48 such official, employee or other person which is punish-
-49 able by fine or imprisonment, he shall be notified thereof
50 by the commission and be given an opportunity to offer
51 evidence in his own behalf with the aid of counsel and
52 full right of cross examination of the witnesses against
53 him.
54 Section twenty-one of said chapter four hundred and
55 eighty-six is hereby amended by inserting after the word
56 “commission”, in the seventh line thereof the words:
57 , subject to the provisions of section eighteen herein, —-

58 so that said section twenty-one as amended shall read
59 as follows: Section 21. For the purpose of enabling
60 the said commission to perform the duties and carry out
61 the objects herein contemplated, and to enable the mayor,
62 the city council, the governor or the general court -to
63 receive the reports and findings of said commission as a
64 basis for such laws, ordinances, or administrative orders
65 as may be deemed meet, the commission, subject to the
66 provisions of section eighteen herein, shall have all the
67 powers and duties enumerated in chapter five hundred
68 and sixty-two of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
69 and eight and therein conferred upon the commission
70 designated in said act; but counsel for any witness at any
71 public hearing may ask him any pertinent question and
72 may offer pertinent evidence through other witnesses
73 subject to cross examination by the commission and its
74 counsel.




