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Accompanying the petition of Martin Hays for an amendment of
the law relative to the fees of attorneys under the law relative to com-
pensation of injured employees. Judiciary (Joint). January 15.

AN ACT
Relative to Attorneys’ Fees in Certain Workmen’s Compen-

sation Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section thirteen of chapter one hundred and fifty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting at
3 the beginning thereof the words: Except as otherwise
4 provided herein, and by adding at the end thereof
5 the following: In any proceeding under this chapter
6 in which the insurer claims a review before the review-
7 ing board or presents certified copies of orders or decisions
8 of the reviewing board to the superior court or appeals
9 from the decree of the superior court to the supreme

10 judicial court and the order, decision or decree of said
11 board or superior court is adverse to such insurer, such
12 board or superior court in its order, decision or decree
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13 shall determine and fix the fees of the attorney for the
14 employee or dependents, which fees shall be paid by the
15 insurer and shall be in addition to any compensation
16 payable under this chapter. Decisions of the reviewing
17 board under this section relative to such attorney’s fees
18 shall be enforceable under section eleven, —so as to
19 read as follows: Section 13. Except as otherwise pro-
-20 vided herein, fees of attorneys and physicians and charges
21 of hospitals for services under this chapter shall be sub-
-22 ject to the approval of the department. If the insurer
23 and any physician or hospital, or the employee and any
24 attorney, fail to agree as' to the amount to be paid for
25 such services, either party may notify the department,
26 which may thereupon assign the case for hearing by a
27 member thereof. The member shall report the facts to
28 the department for decision, and the decision shall be
29 enforceable under section eleven. In any proceeding
30 under this chapter in which the insurer claims a review
31 before the reviewing board or presents certified copies
32 of orders or decisions of the reviewing board to the
33 superior court or appeals from the decree of the superior
34 court to the supreme judicial court and the order, de-
-35 cision or decree of said board or superior court is adverse
36 to such insurer, such board or superior court in its order,
37 decision or decree shall determine and fix the fees of the
38 attorney for the employee or dependents, which fees
39 shall be paid by the insurer and shall be in addition to
40 any compensation payable under this chapter. Decisions
41 of the reviewing board under this section relative to such
42 attorney’s fees shall be enforceable under section eleven.


