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Accompanying the petition of Joseph A. Collier for legislation
to regulate baseball games, to provide for the licensing of players in
games to which an admission fee is charged, and to prohibit gambling
in connection with such games. Legal Affairs. January 16.

AN ACT
To regulate and control Baseball.

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and forty-seven of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by adding after
3 section fifty-nine thereof, inserted by section two of
4 chapter four hundred and thirty-eight of nineteen hun-
-5 dred and twenty-one, the following new section:
6 Section 60. No person shall play, or take part in a
7 game of baseball to which an admission fee is charged
8 or at which a collection is taken up, without being li-
-9 censed so to do. Whoever violates this section shall be

10 punished by imprisonment in jail for not less than thirty
11 days nor more than two years.

12 Section 61. A license to play, or to take part in games
13 of baseball described in section sixty may be issued by
14 the state boxing commission (in sections called the com-
-15 mission). The fee for such license or renewal thereof
16 shall be ten dollars, and each license shall expire one year
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17 from the date of its issue, unless sooner cancelled. Such
18 license may he cancelled at any time by the commission
19“for cause, without prior notice to the licensee. Not

20 oftener than once in each calendar year, a temporary

21 license to play, or to take part in games of baseball

22 described in section sixty, good only for three successu e

23 days from its date of issue, may be issued by the chief
24-of police, or other person having like powers and duties,
25 in any town, to any person applying therefor. The fee
26 for such temporary license shall be one dollar.
27 Section 62. Whoever bets, wagers, or sells pools on

28 the result of any baseball game described in section sixty,
29 or on anything pertaining to such game, shall be punished
30 by imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more

31 than twenty years. Whoever improperly changes or

32 tries to change the logical and natural result of such
33 a game shall be punished by imprisonment for not less
34 than one nor more than twenty years.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and thirty-six of the

2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out sec-

-3 tion twenty-four thereof and by inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 Section 24. No admission fee shall be charged directly
6 or indirectly, and no business or other enterprise shall be
7 conducted, and no collection shall be made at any such
8 sport or game; provided, however, that an admission
9 fee may be charged, or collections made, at any baseball

10 game described in section sixty of chapter one hundred
11 and forty-seven, if not less than twenty-five per cent of
12 the gross receipts of such fees or collections be donated
13 to one or more of the churches within the county where
14 such game takes place. Whoever violates any provision

15 of this section shall be punished by imprisonment for not

16 less than six months nor more than five years.


