
Accompanying the petition of Michael McDermott, president of the
Massachusetts Police Association, for a change in the law providing
for payments by cities and towns to the families of policemen killed
while on duty. Social Welfare. January 16.

AN ACT
Relative to the Payments by Cities and Towns to the

Families of Policemen Killed while on Duty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section eighty-seven of chapter thirty-two of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 third line, the words “sixty days”, and inserting in place
4 thereof the words: six months, —so as to read:
5 Section 87. If a policeman in a regularly organized police
6 department of a city or town, or a member of the depart-
-7 ment of public safety doing police duty is killed, or dies
8 within six months from injuries received, while in the
9 performance of his duties, and his death is certified by the

10 city or town clerk or commissioner of public safety, as the
11 case may be, and by the attending physician or medical
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12 examiner, to the officer required to make payment as

13 hereinafter provided, there shall be paid to his executor

14 or administrator the sum of one thousand dollars for the
15 use equally of his widow and minor children, or if there
16 are minor children but no widow, to their use, or if there

17 is no minor child, to the use of the widow. A child of
18 full age dependent upon such policeman for support shall
19 be regarded as a minor child. Payment shall be made by
20 the treasurer of the city or tow'n concerned, if the police-
-21 man was in the service of a city or town, and by the state

22 treasurer if the policeman was a member of the depart-
-23 ment of public safety doing police duty.


