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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Th

AN ACT
Relative to Inquests in case of Certain Deaths.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirty-eight of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section seven and in-

serting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 7. He shall forthwith file with the district
5 attorney for his district a report of each autopsy and
6 view and of his personal inquiries, with a certificate that,
7 in his judgment, the manner and cause of death could
8 not be ascertained by view and inquiry and that an
9 autopsy was necessary. The district attorney, if he con-

-10 curs, shall so certify to the commissioners of the county
11 where the same was held, or in Suffolk county, to the
12 auditor of Boston. If upon such view, personal inquiry
13 or autopsy, the medical examiner is of opinion that the

Cfie Commontocaltl) of egaosaclnisctto.



HOUSE No. 827. [Jan.8

14 death may have been caused by the act or negligence of
15 another, he shall at once notify the district attorney
16 within whose district the body was found, if the place
17 where found and the place of the said act or negligence
18 are within the same county, or if the latter place is un-
-19 known; otherwise, the district attorney within whose dis-
-20 trict the said act or negligence occurred. He shall also
21 file with the district attorney thus notified an attested
22 copy of the record of the autopsy made as provided in the
23 preceding section. He shall in all cases certify to the
24 town clerk or registrar in the place where the deceased
25 died his name and residence, if known; otherwise a de-
-26 scription as full as may be, with the cause and manner of
27 death. If an inquest is authorized as provided in section
28 eight he shall file with the court or trial justice having
29 jurisdiction in said district an attested copy of the
30 autopsy made as provided in the preceding section.

1 Section 2. Said chapter thirty-eight is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section eight thereof, and insert-

ing in place thereof the following:
4 Section 8. An inquest shall be held by a court or trial
5 justice only upon written authorization of the attorney
6 general or of the district attorney within whose district
7 the body was found or the act or negligence occurred, as
8 the case may be, and such written authorization shall be
9 annexed to the report filed under section twelve. The

10 district attorney, or any person designated by him, may
11 attend the inquest and examine the witnesses, who may
12 be kept separate, so that they cannot converse with each
13 other until they have been examined. An inquest held
14 upon any case of death by accident upon a railroad,
15 electric railroad, street railway or railroad for private use
16 shall be held within sixtv days thereafter, and the court
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17 of justice shall give seasonable notice of the time and
IS place thereof to the department of public utilities. The
19 court or trial justice may in his or its discretion refuse
20 fees to witnesses in the employ of the person upon whose
21 railroad or railway the accident occurred, and may require

s of any railroad inspector.
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27 public works. The attorney general or the district attor-

-28 ney may, notwithstanding the medical examiner’s report
29 that a death was not caused by the act or negligence of
30 another, direct an inquest to be held, and likewise in case
31 of death by any casualty. All persons not required by
32 law to attend an inquest may be excluded therefrom.

1 Section 3. Said chapter thirty-eight is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section nine and inserting in
3 place thereof the following;
4 Section 9. If it appears that the place where the
5 supposed act or negligence occurred and the place where
6 the body was found are both without the limits of the
7 judicial district of the court or the jurisdiction of the
8 trial justice notified by the medical examiner under sec-
-9 tion eight, the court or justice shall nevertheless proceed

10 with the inquest and have continuous and exclusive
11 jurisdiction thereof if either place is within the common-
-12 wealth and within fifty rods of the boundary line of such
13 district or jurisdiction, unless a prior and like notice shall
14 have been issued by a medical examiner in another
15 county in accordance with said section.

1 Section 4. Section eleven of said chapter thirty-eight
2 is hereby repealed.




