
HOUSE No. 932

Accompanying the petition of Davis B. Keniston that Judges of
probate be authorized to appoint an officer to be known as “friend of
the court.” Legal Affairs. January 18.

AN ACT
To authorize Judges of Probate to appoint an Officer to

be known as “Friend of the Court”.

1 Section 1. The judges of probate for Essex county,
2 the judges of probate for Middlesex county, the judges
3 of probate for Suffolk county and the judges of probate
4 for Worcester county, may appoint an officer for the
5 court of probate and insolvency for the county in which
6 he is appointed, and may remove him at their pleasure,
7 and may fill a vacancy caused by removal or otherwise.
8 Said officer shall be known as “friend of the court ”,

9 and shall be in addition to any officers of said probate
10 courts now authorized by law to be appointed. Said
11 “friend of the court” shall, at the direction of the
12 judges, investigate and report upon the facts in any

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

CJ)e Commontoealt!) of e@assacfnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.



) [Jan. 1923.house No. 932

13 proceeding relating to or involving questions as to the
14 care, custody, maintenance and welfare of minor children;
15 and generally as to matters involving domestic relations.
16 Said “friend of the court” shall perform such other
17 duties as the said judges may direct. And said “friend
18 of the court” may be a woman.

1 Section 2. The “friend of the court” appointed in
2 the several counties, as provided for in the foregoing
3 section, shall be paid such salary by the county in which
4 the appointment is made as may be fixed by the judges
5 in the county for which he is appointed, not exceeding
6 three thousand dollars annually. Any expenses incurred
7 by him and approved by the court shall be paid by the
8 county upon the certificate of a judge of said court to
9 the county treasurer.

1 Section 3. The judges of probate for each county
2 other than the counties named in the first section may

3 appoint any suitable person to act as “friend of the
4 court” in any of the proceedings enumerated in said
5 first section. His compensation shall be fixed by the
6 court and shall be paid by the county in which the
7 proceeding is pending, together with any expenses ap-
-8 proved by the court upon certificate of the judge thereof
9 to the county treasurer.


