
HOUSE No. 933
Accompanying the petition of Wellman Y. Taylor for the appoint-

ment of a special commission to investigate the jury system of the
courts of the commonwealth. Legal Affairs. January 18.

AN ACT
To improve our Present Jury System.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be created an unpaid com-
-2 mission of five citizens of this commonwealth, two of
3 whom shall be lawyers and two business men, to inves-
-4 tigate all phases of our jury system, the machinery for
5 its creation, the character of the composition of our
6 juries, and methods of improving the same, also methods
7 by which juries have been tampered with and can be
8 “fixed” and made to fail to function properly, and
9 propose any laws and methods for the more effectual
10 promotion of justice and such methods and changes as
11 may seem necessary to perfect the same.

Cbe Commontoealtf) of egassacinisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

1 Section 2. The commission shall be appointed by
2 the governor, with the advice and consent of the council.
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3 It shall have power to summons witnesses and compel
4 the production of necessary public and private docu-
-5 ments, and shall be authorized to administer oaths and
6 compel testimony, and punish for contempt, all in- the
7 manner and in accordance with the powers and usages
8 of a superior court, and upon writs to be issued by its
9 chairman.

1 Section 3. Witnesses compelled to testify shall be
2 exempt from prosecution in relation to all matters al-
-3 ready adjudicated and by unanimous vote of the com-
-4 mission on all matters, past or present, which may seem
5 necessary for effectually preparing the work of the com-
-6 mission, and making a complete study of their problem.

1 Section 4. The sum of fifty thousand dollars may be
2 expended by the commission, under the supervision of
3 the governor and his council, for the payment of indebt-
-4 edness connected with its investigation and when ap-
-5 proved by authority of the commission. The results
6 of their investigation shall be reported to the general
7 court, together with drafts of laws to put their conclu-
-8 sions into effect, not later than January one, nineteen
9 hundred and twenty-four.


