
Accompanying the petition of William D. Lancaster relative to the
reconstruction of Massachusetts or Harvard bridge, so-called, between
the cities of Boston and Cambridge. Metropolitan Affairs. Feb-
ruary 2.

AN ACT
To provide for the Reconstruction of the Massachusetts

Avenue or Harvard Bridge between the Cities of Boston
and Cambridge.

Be if enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission, in
2 this act called the commission, is hereby authorized and
3 directed to remove the existing bridge between the cities
4 of Boston and Cambridge and known as the Massachu-
-5 setts avenue or Harvard bridge and to construct a new
6 bridge with suitable approaches in place thereof.
7 The said new bridge shall be constructed without draws,
8 provided the consent of the United States is obtained,
9 and shall be at least twelve feet above the ordinary level

10 of the water in the basin over the main channel. The
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11 commission shall construct any necessary approaches to
12 said bridge on each end thereof; may construct a tempo-
-13 rary highway bridge to be used by vehicles, pedestrians
14 and street cars, and may grant locations for street railway
15 tracks, poles and wires thereon or may repair and
16 strengthen the existing bridge so that it may be used
17 temporarily for such purpose during the construction of
18 the new bridge; shall cause any necessary dredging,to be
19 done; and may take by eminent domain under chapter
20 seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by purchase
21 or otherwise, such lands or rights for the approaches to
22 said bridge as it may deem necessary for carrying out the
23 provisions of this act, and shall cause all lands so acquired
24 to be properly filled and graded. The plans of said
25 bridge shall be approved by the secretary of war of the
26 United States, the mayor of the city of Boston, the
27 mayor of the city of Cambridge and the commission.
28 The position of the tracks, poles and wires of the street

29 railway company which are to be constructed on said
30 bridge shall, prior to the completion of the construction
31 of the bridge, be determined and locations therefor
12 granted by the commission.

1 Section 2. The cost of laying out and constructing
2 said approaches, including any damages awarded or paid
3 on account of any taking of land or property therefor or
4 for damage to any property and any sums paid for land
5 or rights purchased, the cost of construction of the abut-
-6 ments and other parts of said bridge, the cost of a tempo-
-7 rary highway bridge or the cost of repairing and strength-
-8 ening the existing bridge for temporary use, and the
9 salaries and wages of all employees of the commission, in-

-10 eluding the interest on all money borrowed by the state
11 treasurer on the credit of the commonwealth as provided
12 in this section and all other expenses incurred in carrying
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13 out the provisions of this act, shall be deemed to be the
14 cost of construction of said bridge and shall in the first
15 instance be paid by the commonwealth; provided, that
16 the said cost of the bridge shall not exceed five million
17 dollars, and the state treasurer may borrow on the credit
18 of the commonwealth such sum or sums of money as may
19 from time to time be required for the said costs of the
20 bridge as aforesaid, as certified to him by said commis-
-21 sion, and may issue notes of the commonwealth therefor,
22 carrying such rates of interest as the state treasurer may
23 fix, with the approval of the governor and council. Said
24 notes shall be for the such term of years, as may be
25 recommended by the governor, in accordance with the
26 provisions of the constitution, and the state treasurer
27 shall make payments from time to time on account of
28 work done under this act, on the order of the commission.

1 Section 3. When said bridge and its approaches are
2 completed and the full cost thereof ascertained, the fol-
3 lowing parties shall each be assessed and contribute the
4 following percentages of the total amount paid by the
5 commonwealth therefor, including interest, to wit: the
6 city of Boston thirty-five per cent, city of Cambridge
7 twenty-five per cent, city of Chelsea, one and one half per
8 cent, city of Revere one and one fourth per cent, town of
9 Winthrop one and one fourth per cent, county of Middle-

-10 sex fifteen per cent, county of Norfolk five per cent,
11 county of Essex ten per cent, and the Boston Elevated
12 Railway Company to whom a double track location on
13 said bridge and its approaches shall be granted six per
14 cent.

1 Section 4. To meet the payments required to be
2 made by the county of Middlesex under the provisions of
3 this act, the county commissioners of said county mav
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4 borrow from time to time on the credit of the county such
5 sum as may be necessary to meet the contributions re-
C quired of said county under the provisions of this act,
7 and may issue the bonds or notes of the county therefor,
8 payable by such annual payments, beginning not more
9 than one year after the date of each loan, as will ex-

-10 tinguish each loan within twenty years from its date; and
11 the amount of the principal of the loan payable in any
12 subsequent year. Each authorized issue of bonds or
13 notes shall constitute a separate loan, and each bond or
14 note shall bear on its face the words “

County of Middlesex,
15 Charles River Bridge Loan, Act of 1923 ”.

1 Section 5. To meet the payments required to be
2 made by the county of Norfolk under the provisions of
3 this act, the county commissioners of said county may
4 borrow from time to time on the credit of the county such
5 sum as may be necessary to meet the contributions re-
-6 quired of said county under the provisions of this act,
7 and may issue the bonds or notes of the county therefor,
8 payable by such annual payments, as will extinguish
9 each loan within twenty years from its date; and the

10 amount of such annual payment of any loan in any year
11 shall not be less than the amount of the principal of the
12 loan payable in any subsequent year. Each authorized
13 issue of bonds or notes shall constitute a separate loan,
14 and each bond or note shall bear on its face the words
15 “

County of Norfolk, Charles River Bridge Loan, Act of
16 1923”.

1 Section 6. To meet the payments required to be
2 made by the county of Essex under the provisions of this
3 act, the county commissioners of said county may borrow
4 from time to time on the credit of the county such sum
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5 as may be necessary to meet the contributions required
6 of said county under the provisions of this act, and may
7 issue the bonds or notes of the county therefor, payable
8 by such annual payments, as will extinguish each loan
9 within twenty years from its date; and the amount of

10 such annual payment of any loan in any year shall not be
11 less than the amount of the principal of the loan payable
12 in any subsequent year. Each authorized issue of bonds
1.3 or notes shall constitute a separate loan, and each bond
14 or note shall bear on its face the words “County of Essex,
15 Charles River Bridge Loan, Act of 1923

1 Section 7. The city of Boston may issue from time
2 to time bonds or notes of said city to such an amount

3 not exceeding such sum as may be necessary to meet the
4 payments required to be made by the city on account of
5 the construction of said bridge and its approaches.
6 Said bonds or notes shall bear on their face the words
7 City of Boston, Charles River Bridge Loan, Act of 1923”,
8 shall be payable within twenty years from their respective
9 dates, and shall be issued in excess of the statutory limit

10 of indebtedness, but shall otherwise be subject to chapter
11 four hundred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-12 dred and nine, and acts in amendment thereof and in
13 addition thereto.

1 Section 8. The city of Cambridge may issue from
2 time to time bonds or notes of said city to such an
3 amount, not exceeding such sum as may be necessary to
4 meet the payments required to be made by the city on
5 account of the construction of said bridge and its ap-
-6 proaches between the cities of Boston and Cambridge.
7 Said bonds or notes shall bear on their face the words
8 “City of, Cambridge, Charles River Bridge Loan, Act of
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9 1923,” shall be payable within twenty years from their
10 respective dates, and shall be issued in excess of the
11 statutory limit of indebtedness, but shall otherwise be
12 subject to chapter forty-four of the General Laws.

1 Section 9. The city of Chelsea may issue from time
2 to time bonds or notes of said city to such an amount,
3 not exceeding such sum as may be necessary to meet the
4 payments required to be made by the city on account of
5 the construction of said bridge and its approaches be-
-6 tween the cities of Boston and Chelsea. Said bonds or

7 notes shall bear on their face the words “City of Chelsea,
8 Charles River Bridge Loan, Act of 1923,” shall be payable
9 within twenty years from their respective dates, and shall

10 be issued in excess of the statutory limit of indebtedness,
11 but shall otherwise be subject to chapter forty-four of the
12 General Laws.

1 Section 10. The city of Revere may issue from time
2 to time bonds or notes of said city to such an amount,
3 not exceeding such sum as may be necessary to meet the
4 payments required to be made by the city on account of
5 the construction of said bridge and its approaches
6 between the cities of Boston and Revere. Said bonds or
7 notes shall bear on their face the words “City of Revere,
8 Charles River Bridge Loan, Act of 1923,” shall be payable
9 within twenty years from their respective dates, and shall

10 be issued in excess of the statutory limit of indebtedness,
11 but shall otherwise be subject to chapter forty-four of the
12 General Laws.

1 Section 11. The town of Winthrop may issue from
2 time to time bonds or notes of said town to such an

amount, not exceeding such sum as may be necessary to
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4 meet the payments required to be made by the town on
5 account of the construction of said bridge and its ap-
-6 proaches. Said bonds or notes shall bear on their face
7 the words '* Town of Winthrop, Charles River Bridge Loan,
8 Act of 1923,” shall be payable within twenty years from
9 their respective dates, and shall be issued in excess of the

10 statutory limit of indebtedness, but shall otherwise be
11 subject to chapter forty-four of the General Laws.

1 Section 12. Any person entitled by law to damages
2 for the taking of or injury to his property under the au-
3 thority of this act may have the same determined and
4 paid as provided in chapter seventy-nine of the General
5 Laws.

1 Section 13. When the said bridge and its approaches
2 between Cambridge and Boston are completed, and all
3 work contemplated by this act has been performed,
4 the care, control and management of said bridge,
5 and its approaches, shall vest in a board of two com-
-6 missioners, one appointed by the mayor of the city of
7 Boston and one by the mayor of the city of Cambridge.
8 Said commission shall have control of and the charge of
9 managing, maintaining and keeping in repair said bridge

10 and approaches, except that the part of the wearing
11 surface of said bridge occupied by the street railway com-
-12 pany granted a location thereon, within its tracks and
13 eighteen inches on either side thereof, shall be kept in
14 repair by the said street railway company; and after the
15 completion of said bridge and its approaches, said commis-
-16 sion shall also have the exclusive authority to authorize
17 poles, wires, street railway tracks and other structures to
18 be placed thereon, and in such place and manner as said
19 commission may deem proper.
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1 Section 14. The street railway company having a
2 location on said bridge shall at its own expense maintain
3 and keep in repair that part of the wearing surface of
4 said bridge and its approaches occupied by said com-
-5 pany within its tracks and eighteen inches on either side
6 thereof; and said company shall be liable for all damages
7 recovered in any action at law by reason of any defect or
8 want of repair in that part of said bridge and its ap-
-9 proaches which it is required to maintain and keep in

10 repair. The city of Boston shall, at its own expense,
11 maintain and keep in repair those parts of said bridge
12 and its approaches lying in said city, exclusive of those
13 parts which the street railway company is required to
14 maintain and keep in repair, and shall pay all damages
15 recovered in any action at law by reason of any defect or
16 want of repair in said part or parts. The city of Cam-
-17 bridge shall, at its own expense, maintain and keep in
18 repair that part or parts of said bridge and its approaches
19 lying in said city, exclusive of that part which the street
20 railway company is required to maintain and keep in
21 repair, and shall pay all damages recovered in any action
22 at law by reason of any defect or want of repair in said
23 part or parts.


