
Accompanying the petition of Henry L. Shattuck and James M.
Hunnewell for the reconstruction of the Harvard Bridge over the
Charles River Basin between Boston and Cambridge. Metropolitan
Affairs. February 2.

AN ACT
To provide for the Reconstruction of the Massachusetts

Avenue Bridge over the Charles River Basin between the
Cities of Boston and Cambridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter referred to as the commission, is hereby
3 authorized and directed to remove the existing bridge
4 over the Charles River Basin known as the Harvard
5 Bridge, which connects Massachusetts avenue in the city
0 of Boston with Massachusetts avenue in the city of Cam-
-7 bridge, and to construct at or in close proximity to said
8 site of said existing bridge a new bridge with suitable
9 approaches connecting Massachusetts avenue in said

10 Boston with Massachusetts avenue in said Cambridge.
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11 Said new bridge shall be constructed without a draw,
12 and shall be at least twelve feet above the ordinary level
13 of the water in the basin over the main channel. The
14 commission shall construct any necessary approaches or
15 alterations in existing approaches to said bridge on each
16 end thereof; may construct temporary highway bridges
17 to be used by vehicles, pedestrians and street cars, and
18 may grant locations for street railway tracks, poles and
19 wires thereon, or may repair or strengthen the existing
20 bridge so that it may be used temporarily during the
21 construction of the newr bridge; shall cause any necessary
22 dredging to be done; and may take by eminent domain
23 under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or
24 acquire by purchase or otherwise, such lands or rights for
25 approaches to said bridge as it may deem necessary for
26 carrying out the provisions of this act, and shall cause
27 all lands so taken or acquired to be properly filled and
28 graded. The plan of said bridge shall be approved by
29 the secretary of war of the United States, the mayor of
30 the city of Boston, the mayor of the city of Cambridge
31 and the commission. Said bridge shall be constructed
32 and maintained for the joint use of the highways of said
33 cities and the metropolitan reservations, roads and boule-
-34 vards along and near said river in said cities; and the
35 bridge shall be maintained for any purposes for which
36 said highways or park roads or reservations may be
37 used. The position of the tracks, poles and wires of the
38 street railway company which are to be constructed on
39 said bridge shall, prior to the completion of the con-
-40 struction of the bridge, be determined and locations
41 therefor granted by the commission.

1 Section 2. No compensation shall be required for
2 displacement of tidewater, but for any land owned by the
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3 commonwealth which it is necessary to use for said
4 bridge or its approaches there shall be allowed to the
5 metropolitan parks district reasonable compensation,
6 and such allowance shall be taken into consideration by
7 the commissioners appointed to determine and apportion
8 the cost.

1 Section 3. The approaches to said bridge shall be
2 laid out by the commission as a highway and not less
3 than the width as determined by the mayor of Cam-
-4 bridge, the mayor of Boston and the commission. In
5 laying out and constructing said approaches, the com-
-6 mission may assess betterments upon real estate benefited
7 by said approaches, to which the provisions of chapter
8 eighty of the General Laws shall apply.

1 Section 4. The cost of laying out and constructing
2 said approaches, included any damages awarded or paid
3 on account of any taking of land or property therefor or
4 for damage to any property and any sums paid for land
5 or rights purchased, the cost of construction of the abut-
-6 ments and other parts of said bridge, the cost of. such
7 changes, if any, as the commission may find necessary or
8 advisable in the channel of said river, the cost of a tem-
-9 porary highway bridge or the cost of repairing and

10 strengthening the existing bridge for temporary use, any
11 damages assessed under section seven of this act for
12 interference with access by water to riparian property,
13 and the salaries and wages of all employees of the com-
-14 mission, including the interest on all money borrowed by
15 the state treasurer on the credit of the commonwealth as
16 provided in this section and all other expenses incurred in
17 carrying out the provisions of this act, shall be deemed
18 to be the cost of construction of said bridge and shall
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19 in the first instance be paid by the commonwealth; pro-
-20 vided, that said entire cost shall not exceed four million
21 dollars, and the state treasurer may borrow on the credit
22 of the commonwealth such sum or sums of money as may
23 from time to time be required to meet the cost of said
24 bridge as aforesaid, and may issue notes of the common-
-25 wealth therefor, carrying such rates of interest as the
26 state treasurer may fix, with the approval of the governor
27 and council. Said notes shall be for such terms of years
28 as shall be recommended by the governor in accordance
29 with the provisions of section three of article LXII of
30 the amendments to the constitution, and the state treas-
-31 urer shall make payments from time to time on account
32 of work done under this act, on the order of the com-

33 mission

1 Section 5 When said bridge and its approaches in
2 Boston and Cambridge are completed, the supreme
3 judicial court shall appoint three commissioners who shall,
4 after due notice and hearing and in such manner as they
5 shall deem just and equitable, determine the cost of the
6 said bridge and what political subdivisions, corporations
7 or other parties receive special benefits from said bridge,
8 and shall thereupon assess the cost to the said political
9 subdivisions, corporations and other parties in the pro-

-10 portions in which they are specially benefited, and shall
11 return their award into said court, and when the said
12 award shall have been accepted by said court the same
13 shall be final and conclusive adjudication of all matters
14 herein specified and shall be binding upon all parties.
15 The amount due from each of said parties, upon certifica-
-16 tion of the same by the state treasurer, shall be paid into
17 the treasury of the commonwealth at such times as the
18 said treasurer shall designate.
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1 Section 6. To meet the required payments, each
2 county and municipality upon which a portion of the cost
3 of said bridge and approaches has been assessed may incur
4 indebtedness outside any limit of indebtedness fixed by
5 law, and may issue bonds or notes therefor, payable in
6 not more than twenty years from the dates thereof, and
7 shall at the time of incurring such indebtedness provide
8 for its payment by such annual payments as will ex-
-9 tinguish the same at maturity, and so that the first of

10 such annual payments shall be made not later than one
11 year after the date of the bonds or notes issued therefor,
12 and so that the amount of such annual payments in any
13 year on account of such debt shall not be less than the
14 amount of the principal payable in any subsequent year.
15 Each such issue of bonds or notes shall constitute a
16 separate loan, and each such bond or note shall bear on
17 its face the words “Charles River Basin, Massachusetts,

18 Avenue Bridge Loan, Act of 1923,” together with the
19 name of the county or municipality issuing the same.

1 Section 7. Any person entitled by law to damages for
Ids property under the au-
e the same determined and

2 the taking of or injury to
3 thority of this act may ha
4 paid as provided in chapter seventy-nine of the General

of property abutting on theLaws. Any owner or lessee
6 Charles river or Charles river basin above the drawless
7 bridge built under authority hereof shall be entitled to
8 adequate compensation for damages, if any, caused to
9 said property or leasehold interests therein by reason of

10 the interference with access by water to said property due
11 to the construction of such drawless bridge. Upon pe-
-12 tition of any such owner or lessee entitled to such
13 damages, filed in the supreme judicial court within one
14 year after such drawless bridge is opened for public
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15 travel, said court shall appoint three commissioners to
16 hear the parties in interest, and to assess the damages to
17 said property; and the decision of said commissioners as
18 to the amount of said damages and as to the questions
19 of fact involved shall be final.

1 Section 8. When the said bridge and approaches are
2 completed, and all work contemplated by this act has
3 been performed on said bridge, the care, control, and
4 management of said bridge and its approaches shall vest
5 in a board of two commissioners, one appointed by the
6 mayor of the city of Boston and one by the mayor of the
7 city of Cambridge. Said commissioners shall have control
8 of and the charge of managing, maintaining and keeping
9 in repair said bridge and approaches, exclusive of those

10 parts of said bridge which the street railway company or
11 companies having a location on said bridge shall at its or
12 their own expense maintain and keep in repair as pro-
-13 vided by section nine of this act; and after the comple-
-14 tion of said bridge and approaches said commissioners
15 shall also have the exclusive authority to authorize poles,
16 wires, street railway tracks and other structures to be
17 placed thereon and in such place and manner as said
18 commissioners may deem proper.

1 Section 9. The street railway company or companies
2 having a location on said bridge shall at its or their own
3 expense maintain and keep in repair that part of the
4 wearing surface of said bridge and its approaches occupied
5 by said company or companies within its or their tracks
6 and eighteen inches on either side thereof; and said
7 company or companies shall be liable for all damages
8 recovered in any action at law by reason of any defect
9 or want of repair in that part of said bridge and its ap-
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10 proaches which it or they are required to maintain and
11 keep in repair. The city of Boston shall at its own ex-
-12 pense maintain and keep in repair that part of said
13 bridge and its approaches lying in said city, exclusive of
14 that part which the street railway company or companies
15 are required to maintain and keep in repair, and said
16 city shall pay all damages recovered in any action at
17 law by reason of any defect or want of repair in that
18 part which it is required to maintain and keep in repair.
19 The city of Cambridge shall at its own expense main-

-20 tain and keep in repair that part of said bridge and its
21 approaches lying in said city, exclusive of that part which
22 the street railway company or companies are required to
23 maintain and keep in repair, and said city shall pay all
24 damages recovered in any action at law by reason of any
25 defect or want of repair in that part which it is required
26 to maintain and keep in repair.




