
House of Representatives, March 14, 1923

The committee on Public Safety, to whom were referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as
relates to the inspection of dams; the petition (accompanied
by bill, House, No. 776) of Leo P. Senecal for an inspection
by the Department of Public Utilities of all reservoir and
mill dams within the Commonwealth; and the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 777) of Leo P. Senecal
that county commissioners be relieved of the inspection of
dams and reservoirs and that such inspection be made by
the Division of Waterways and Public Lands of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

HENRY H. WHEELOCK.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Inspection of Dams and Reservoirs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter thirty-five
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after

3 the word “buildings”, in the twenty-fourth line the
4 words: - and shall also state what reservoirs, reservoir
5 dams and mill dams have been examined by them under
6 section forty-five of chapter two hundred and fifty-
-7 three, —so as to read as follows: Section 26. Im-
-8 mediately after January tenth, the county commissioners
9 shall annually prepare a report on county affairs, showing

10 their acts during the year preceding, so as to give the
11 taxpayers of the county a full and clear understanding of
12 its affairs and of the objects and methods of county ex-
-13 penditures. They shall state specifically what petitions
14 relating to highways have been received, and what high-
-15 ways have been laid out, altered, relocated or discon-
-16 tinued, the manner of their alteration or new construction,
17 the time of their intended completion, what have been
18 completed, at what cost and at whose expense, and what
19 remain to be completed, what damages or betterments
20 have been awarded or estimated and to or against whom.
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21 what damages have been paid or betterments collected,
22 and what suits are pending in relation thereto. They
23 shall also state what highways have been laid out under
24 orders stating that betterments are to be assessed, their
25 action relative to public and private ways, what applica-
-26 tions relative to state highways they have made to the
27 department of public works, and, so far as ascertainable,
28 what highways have been laid out within the county by
29 said department, what have been constructed and at what
30 expense, what sums expended by the commonwealth in
31 the county for highways have been repaid by said county,
32 what sums remain to be paid, and when. They shall
33 also make a detailed statement of the repairs upon the
34 several county buildings, stating separately the work
35 done by contract and by day, and the money paid, and the
36 liabilities incurred in the construction of new buildings and
37 shall also state what reservoirs, reservoir dams and mill
38 dams have been examined by them under section forty-
-39 five of chapter two hundred and fifty-three. They shall
40 present a table showing the salaries paid to county officers
41 stating separately those prescribed by law, a statement
42 of the county debt, giving the date when each obligation
43 will mature and the rate of interest, stating separately
44 the loans made in anticipation of taxes and permanent
45 loans, a statement of the amount of county taxes due and
46 unpaid, and a list of the assets of the county, including
47 land, buildings, law library, furniture in court houses,
48 jails and other public buildings.

1 Section 2. Section forty-five of chapter two hundred
2 and fifty-three of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the second line, the word “three”,
4 and inserting in place thereof the word: two, so as
5 to read as follows: Section Jfi. The county commis-
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6 sioners shall, as often as once in two years, if in their
7 judgment the public good requires it, thoroughly examine
8 every reservoir, reservoir dam and mill dam, by the break-
-9 ing of which loss of life or damage to a road or bridge is

10 likely to be caused, and they shall at any time make such
11 examination upon written application by the aldermen of
12 the city or selectmen of the town where such damage is
13 likely to be caused or by a person whose property is
14 likely to be so damaged. Such examination shall be made
15 after notice to the owner of such reservoir or dam or to

16 his agent and, if made upon such application, it shall be
17 by the commissioners personally with the aid of a com-
-18 petent engineer. In other cases, the commissioners may
19 cause it to be made by a competent engineer, who shall
20 report to them in writing whether he considers it safe,
21 and in good condition and, if not, its condition in detail
22 and the work or change required for safety and the public
23 good. The engineer shall be allowed by the commissioners
24 a reasonable compensation for his services, which shall be
25 paid by the county.


