
HOUSE No. 2

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMIS-
SION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON (UNDER
AUTHORITY OF SECTION 18 OF CHAPTER
486 OF THE ACTS OF 1909) RELATIVE
TO THE PURCHASE OF RUBBER TILE
FLOORING BY SAID CITY FROM THE
STEDMAN PRODUCTS COMPANY OF
BRAINTREE.

The Finance Commission, 73 Tkemont Street,
Boston, Mass., June 15, 1923,

To the Honorable the House of Representatives

The Finance Commission lias conducted an investi-
gation of the circumstances surrounding the purchase
of rubbed tile flooring by the city of Boston from the
Stedman Products Company of Braintree.

The following evidence, as herein briefly stated, has
been given in this investigation:

C!)e Commontoealtlj of o@assacJ)«setts.

1. In the spring of 1922, the Mayor of Boston consulted Richard J.
Shaw, of the firm of O’Connell & Shaw, architects, as to a rubber tile
floor covering for certain rooms in the Mayor’s residence. Mr. Shaw
recommended the Stedman naturized reinforced rubber tile flooring
and submitted samples to the Mayor.

2. Shortly thereafter, the Mayor and Mrs. Curley, Mr. and Mrs.
Shaw, and a Mr. Joseph Walsh, called at the private residence of Mr.
Stedman, the president of the Stedman Products Company, in Brain-
tree, on a Sunday afternoon, for the purpose of examining the rubber
tile as applied to rooms in a private house. The Mayor, without
inquiring as to the cost of the material, then ordered from Mr. Sted-
man rubber tile flooring for thekitchen, the butler’s pantry, and a small
hallway in his Jamaicaway residence.
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3. At about the same time the Mayor ordered the Stedman Products
Company to cover the floor of his outer office at City Hall and the
floor of the room in City Hall occupied by the trustees and manager
of the George R. White fund with this company’s rubber tile flooring.
The installations in the Mayor’s house and in City Hall were made in
May, 1922. The Stedman Products Company sent bills to the city
for the floor covering in the City Hall in May 1922, which were paid
by the city June 2, 1922, but no record was made on the books of the
Stedman Products Company of the installation of flooring in the
Mayor’s house. An order card in the factory contained a description
of the materials shipped, the date of shipment, and a pencil notation in
the price column, “Not charged.”

4. After the installation of the flooring in the City Hall, Mr. Sted-
man, the president of the Stedman Products Company, called on the
Mayor at City Hall. The chairman of the Schoolhouse Commission,
Thomas P. Glynn, and the Superintendent of Public Buildings, Fred
J. Kneeland, were then summoned to the Mayor’s office and in the
presence of Mr. Stedman were shown the rubber tile flooring and told
to consider this flooring for use in the city’s buildings.

5. Thereafter specifications for certain school buildings contained
provisions for installing this rubber tile flooring or equal, and installa-
tions of this flooring have been made in schools and in other public
buildings without competition since that time, although there were
other rubber tile floorings in the market.

6. In May, 1923, about one year after the rubber tile flooring had
been laid in the Mayor’s house, and immediately after Mr. Stedman
was informed by the treasurer of his company that the Finance Com-
mission was investigating the matter, Mr. Stedman called on the Mayor
at the Mayor’s residence and informed him of the investigation. There-
upon the Stedman Company sent the Mayor a bill, which he paid
immediately.

In view of this evidence, the Finance Commission
will not hold further hearings on this matter at this
time, but will transmit a copy of the evidence to the
District Attorney, in order that he may determine
whether there has been a violation of sections 7 and
8 of chapter 268 of the General Laws.

Respectfully submitted,

THE FINANCE COMMISSION

Chairman.
Michael H. Sullivan,


