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Office of the Police Commissioner for the City of Boston
December 5, 1923.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30 of the General

Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter 362 of the acts of 1923, I have the
honor to transmit herewith such parts of the annual report of the Police Com-
missioner for the City of Boston for the police year ending November 30, 1923, as
contain recommendations for legislative action, accompanied by drafts of bills em-
bodying the legislation recommended.

Respectfully yours,

HERBERT A. WILSON,
Police Commissioner for the City of Boston.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE POLICE COMMISSIONER FOR THE
CITY OF BOSTON

Relative to the Carrying of Guns, Pistols and Concealed Weapons.

Cfie Commontoealti) of £®assac(iugett».

1. Legislation forbidding the sale of magazines or periodicals advertising the
sale of firearms would have a salutary effect upon the indiscriminate distribution
of firearms by mail order houses, and this legislation, together with the aid of rail-
road, express and postal authorities, could do much to check up persons who receive
firearms from this source outside this Commonwealth.

2. I recommend legislation to remedy the existing conditions surrounding the
sale of firearms, which provide that a firearm cannot be delivered on the same day
of the application for the purchase, rent or lease thereof to a person who has not
a permit to carry the same. In the first place, I believe this law is being evaded
and that firearms are being sold on the same day the application is made to persons
who have no permits to carry concealed weapons, and that under the present
system irresponsible persons are obtaining firearms by simply waiting a few hours
after they have made application for the same. Firearms should be sold only to
a person with a permit to carry the same, as this insures safety to the public,
inasmuch as a person who has been granted a permit to carry firearms has been
adjudged a proper person to carry dangerous weapons, and all licensees to sell
firearms should stamp upon the permit the time and date of the sale or lease, so
that no second firearm can be purchased or leased upon the same permit.

3. The penalty for violating the terms of the license should be imprisonment and
not as it is at the present time, a forfeiture of the license.

4. A permit, in my opinion, should bear on its face the photograph and finger
prints of the person to whom it is issued, and I respectfully recommend that no
permit to carry a firearm should be issued to an unnaturalized person, or a person
convicted of a felony or as a user or purveyor of drugs, or to a minor, except minors
in the employ of banks, public utility corporations and businesses of a similar
nature, where the application for the permit for the minor is endorsed by a proper
authorized official of the company by which the minor is employed.

5. I recommend legislation that in the trial of a person for the commission or
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an attempt to commit a felony against the person of another, the fact that he was
armed with a pistol or revolver and had no permit to carry the same should be
considered as prima facie evidence of his intent to commit or attempt to commit
the felony for which he was apprehended.

Relative to Gaeages,

6. Some difficulty has arisen in the matter of checking up cars which are suspected
to have been used in robberies and hold-ups and other illegal ventures. In searching
the records kept by garages, an unsatisfactory system has been discovered owing
to the present law which does not require the owner or proprietor of a garage to
record cars which are brought into his garage by chauffeurs, that duty being placed
upon the chauffeur himself, and inasmuch as the chauffeur may not be a resident
of the city or state, the system works out unsatisfactorily, and immediate legis-
lation is necessary.

At this time, a new method for the temporary and at times permanent storage
of cars in other than garages, as garages are known by the public today, has been

and I believe that legislation should beadopted, to wit: in fields or open spaces,
passed amending the present law, so thr
spaces, where motor vehicles are stored or
the same records as the owners of garages

,t persons controlling open-air parking
left for hire, should be required to keep
at the present time are obliged to keep.

to Officers killed in PerformanceRelative to Payment of Death Bbnepi
Dutyop THEIR

7. I feel at this time that legislation should be recommended whereby Section
87 of Chapter 32 of the General Laws, as amended by Chapter 178 of the Acts of
1923, granting a thousand dollarsto any police officer killed while in the performance
of his duty, shall be amended so as to broaden the beneficiaries named under the
act, so that the immediate dependent family of the officer might benefit thereby.
At the present time the provisions of the statute limit the payment of the thousand
dollars solely to the widow and children of the officer killed, and does not provide
for payment of the money in case the officer is unmarried and has dependent
relatives.


