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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act relative to Commitments of Persons for
Observation as to their Sanity.

Cfte Commontuealtt) of Qoaosart)Uoctts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Section seventy-seven of chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-three of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the sixteenth and seven-
-4 teenth lines “ the institution ” and inserting in
5 place thereof the words: any institution for the
6 insane, and by adding at the end thereof the fol-
-7 lowing: (A) In case of the death, resignation or
8 removal of the judge committing a person for ob-
-9 servation, his successor in office, or in case of the

10 absence or disability of the judge committing a per-
il son as aforesaid, any judge or special justice of the
12 same court as the judge so absent or disabled, shall
13 stand in his stead for the purpose of receiving the
14 notice or report provided for by this section and
15 carrying out any subsequent proceedings under
16 said section, —so as to read as follows: Section
17 77. If a person is found by two physicians quali-
-18 tied as provided in section fifty-three to be in such
19 mental condition that his commitment to an institu-
-20 tion for the insane is necessary for his proper care
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21 or observation, he may be committed by any judge
22 mentioned in section fifty, to a state hospital or to
23 the McLean hospital, for a period of thirty-five days
24 pending the determination of his sanity; provided,
25 that such commitments shall be made to Gardner
26 state colony only when legally authorized by the de-
-27 partment. Within thirty days after such commit-
-28 ment the superintendent of the institution to which
29 the person has been committed shall discharge him
30 if he is not insane, and shall notify the judge who
31 committed him, or if he is insane he shall report the
32 patient’s mental condition to the judge with the
33 recommendation that he shall be committed as an

34 insane person, or discharged to the care of his guar-
-35 dian, relatives or friends if he is harmless and can
36 properly be cared for by them. Within the said
37 thirty-five days, the committing judge may author-
-38 ize a discharge as aforesaid, or he may commit the
39 patient to any institution for the insane as an in-
-40 sane person if, in his opinion, such commitment is
41 necessary. If, in the opinion of the judge, addi-
-42 tional medical testimony as to the mental condition
43 of the alleged insane person is desirable, he may

44 appoint a physician to examine and report thereon.
45 (A) In case of the death, resignation or removal
46 of the judge committing a person for observation,
47 his successor in office, or in case of the absence or
48 disability of the judge committing a person as

49 aforesaid, any judge or special justice of the same
50 court as the judge so absent or disabled, shall stand
51 in his stead for the purpose of receiving the notice
52 or report provided for by this section and carry-
-53 ing out any subsequent proceedings under said sec-
54 tion.


