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Accompanying the first recommendation of the Division of Metro-
politan Planning (House, No. 176). Metropolitan Affairs. Dec.
6, 1923.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act providing for a New Crossing for the Boston
and Albany Railroad over the Charles River Basin
in Connection with the Reconstruction of Cottage
Farm Bridge, so-called, between the Cities of Boston
and Cambridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter four hundred and ninety-seven of the
2 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end thereof the following
4 new section:
5 Section 16. The double tracks of the grand junc-
-6 tion branch of the Boston and Albany Railroad
7 company may be relocated so as to pass without a
8 draw and with suitable head-room, within, under
9 or through said Essex street-Brookline street-Cot-

10 tage Farm bridge, and a new location for said rail-
-11 road may be provided and taken five rods in width
12 to connect with the existing location of said branch
13 of said railroad, or of the main line thereof, and a
14 double track roadbed subgraded therein. The radii
15 of the curves of the base line of such relocation

Cije Commontocaltf) of egassacfnisetts.



HOUSE — No. 177. [Jan. 1924.9

16 shall not exceed those on the portions of the exist-
-17 ing location of said railroad to be relocated. Por-
-18 tions of the old location of said railroad which is
19 superseded shall be discontinued. The metropoli-
-20 tan district commission may take by eminent do-
-21 main, under chapter seventy-nine of the General
22 Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise said new

23 location for said railroad. The railroad company
24 shall do at its own expense the relocation of its
25 tracks and their appurtenances, including ballast-
-26 ing, and also the work of construction involved in
27 the connection of its tracks to the new location;
28 provided, however, that before the reconstruction
29 of said bridge has been started a lease or agree-
-30 ment shall have been executed between the common-
-31 wealth and the Boston and Albany Railroad com-
-32 pany or its lessee, the New York Central Railroad
33 company, under the provisions of which the rail-
-34 road company shall have agreed to pay to the com-
-35 monwealth an annual rental to be determined by
36 the governor and council to be reasonable and
37 proper, and said annual rental shall from year to
38 year be credited among the political subdivisions,
39 corporations, or other parties paying for the struc-
-40 ture, in proportion to their respective assessments
41 as determined under section five.
42 For the purpose of complying with the provisions
43 of this section, the metropolitan district commis-
-44 sion may expend a further sum not exceeding three
45 hundred and fifty thousand dollars in addition to
46 the amount already authorized for the cost of said
47 bridge, and the state treasurer may borrow such
48 further sum as is authorized in this act.


