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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

Proposal for an Amendment of the Constitution strik-
ing out the Requirement that Assessments, Rates
and Taxes be Proportional.

1 Resolved, That it is expedient to alter the con-
-2 stitution of the commonwealth by the adoption of
3 the subjoined article of amendment; and that said
4 article, being agreed to by a majority of the
5 senators and two thirds of the members of the house
6 of representatives present and voting thereon, be
7 entered on the journals of both houses, with the yeas
8 and nays taken thereon, and referred to the general
9 court next to be chosen; and that the said article be

10 published, to the end that if agreed to in the manner
11 provided by the constitution by the general court
12 next to be chosen, it may be submitted to the people
13 for their approval and ratification, in order that it
14 may become a part of the constitution of the com-
-15 monwealth.

Article of Amendment.
1 Article IV of section one of chapter one of part II
2 of the constitution of the commonwealth is hereby
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3 amended by striking out in the clause which reads
4 as follows “ and to impose and levy proportional
5 and reasonable assessments, rates and taxes upon
6 all the inhabitants of, and persons resident, and es-
-7 tates lying, within the said commonwealth, ” and
8 words “ proportional and ”, so that the said article
9 shall read as follows: Article IV. And further,

10 full power and authority are hereby given and
11 granted to the said general court, from time to time
12 to make, ordain and establish, all manner of whole-
-13 some and reasonable orders, laws, statutes, and or-
-14 dinances, directions and instructions, either with
15 penalties or without; so as the same be not repug-
-16 nant or contrary to this constitution, as they shall
17 judge to be for the good and welfare of this common-
-18 wealth, and for the government and ordering there-
-19 of, and of the subjects of the same and for the neces-
-20 sary support and defence of the government there-
-21 of; and to name and settle annually or provide by
22 fixed laws for the naming and settling all civil of-
-23 ficers within the said commonwealth, the election
24 and constitution of whom are not hereafter in this
25 form of government otherwise provided for; and to
26 set forth the several duties, powers, and limits, of
27 the several civil and military officers of this com-
-28 monwealth and the forms of such oaths or affirma-
-29 tions as shall be respectively administered unto
30 them for the execution of their several offices and
31 places, so ah the same be not repugnant or contrary
32 to this constitution; and to impose and levy reason-
-33 able assessments, rates and taxes, upon all the in-
-34 habitants of, and persons resident, and estates ly-
-35 ing, within the said commonwealth; and also to im-
-36 pose and levy reasonable duties and excises upon
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37 any produce, goods, wares, merchandise, and com-
-38 modities, whatsoever, brought into, produced, manu-
-39 factured, or being within the same; to he issued and
40 disposed of by warrant, under the hand of the gov-
-41 ernor of this commonwealth for the time being with
42 the advice and consent of the council for the public
43 service, in the necessary defence and support of the
44 government of the said commonwealth and the pro-
-45 tection and preservation of the subjects thereof, ac-
-46 cording to such acts as are or shall be in force
47 within the same.
48 And while the public charges of government, or
49 any part thereof, shall be assessed on polls and es-
-50 tates, in the manner that has hitherto been prac-
-51 ticed, in order that such assessments may be made
52 with equality, there shall be a valuation of estates
53 within the commonwealth, taken anew once in every
54 ten years at least and as much oftener as the gen-
-55 eral court shall order.




