
HOUSE No. 676
By Mr. Sutherland of Boston, petition of Albert A. Sutherland

for an amendment of the motor vehicle laws relative to preventing
thievery of motor vehicles and providing penalties therefor. High-
ways and Motor Vehicles. Jan. 14, 1924.

An Act to prevent Motor Vehicle Thievery.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. After January first, nineteen hun-
-2 tired and twenty-five, no certificate of the registra-
-3 tion of any motor vehicle or registration markers
4 therefor, whether original issues or duplicates,
5 shall hereafter be issued or furnished by the regis-
-6 trar of motor vehicles unless the applicant there-
-7 for shall at the same time make application for
8 and be granted an official certificate of ownership
9 of such motor vehicle, or present satisfactory evi-

10 dence that such a certificate has been previously is-
-11 sued to the applicant covering such motor vehicle.
12 Said application shall be upon a blank form to be
13 furnished by the registrar, and shall contain a full
14 description of the motor vehicle, together with a
15 statement of the applicant’s ownership and of any
16 liens or encumbrances upon said vehicle. The reg-
-17 istrar shall use reasonable diligence in ascertain-
-18 ing whether or not the facts stated in said appliea-
-19 tion for certificate of ownership are true, and, if
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satisfied that the applicant is the lawful owner of

such motor vehicle, or otherwise entitled to have
the same registered in his name, shall thereupon

issue an appropriate certificate over his signature
and sealed with the seal of his office. Said certifi-
cate of ownership shall contain such description
and other evidence of identification of said motor
vehicle as the registrar may deem reasonable,
necessary and proper, together with a statement of
any liens or encumbrances which the applicant
may show to be thereon. The charge for each
original certificate of ownership so issued shall be
one dollar, which shall be in addition to the charge
for the registration of such motor vehicle. Said
certificate shall be good for the life of the car, so

long as the same is owned or held by the original
holder of such certificate, and shall not have to be
renewed annually.
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Section IA. It shall be the duty of the registrar
to send notices by mail, enclosing copy of this act,
to every person to whom he has issued registra-
tion of any motor vehicle for the year nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-four, also stating that the own-
ership of such motor vehicle must be registered as
herein provided before issuing vehicle number
plates for the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
ive and thereafter. After January first, nineteen

hundred and twenty-five it shall be unlawful and
shall be punishable by a fine of not less than five
dollars nor more than one thousand dollars for
any person to operate in this commonwealth a mo-
tor vehicle under a Massachusetts registration
number unless such certificate of ownership shall
have been issued as herein provided. In the event
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of the sale or transfer of the ownership of a motor
vehicle for which a certificate of ownership has
been issued as aforesaid, the original holder of
such certificate shall endorse on the back of the
same an assignment thereof, with warranty of
ownership in form printed thereon, with a state-
ment of all liens or encumbrances on said motor
vehicle, and deliver the same to the purchaser at
the time of delivery to him of such motor vehicle.
The purchaser shall then present such certificate,
assigned as aforesaid, to the registrar, at the time
of making application for the registration of such
motor vehicle, whereupon a new certification of
ownership shall be issued to the assignee, the fee
therefor being one dollar. Said original certificate,
when so assigned and returned to the registrar,
together with subsequent assignments of reissue
of certificates, shall be retained by the registrar
and appropriately indexed, so that at all times it
will bo possible for him expeditiously to trace own-
ership to the motor vehicle designated therein.
Whoever after January first, nineteen hundred and
twenty-five, sells or purchases any motor vehicle,
within the limits of this state, whether owned by
an inhabitant of this or any other state or country,
shall be punishable by a fine of not less than
twenty dollars, nor more than one thousand dol-
lars, or by imprisonment for not less than ten
years, or both, unless at the time of delivery there-
of there shall pass between the parties such cer-
tificate of ownership with an assignment thereof
in the form prescribed by the registrar; except the
registrar may issue certificates of ownership to
any member of the foreign diplomatic corps with-
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51 out the payment of the fee therefor. Any person
52 who shall knowingly make any false statement,
53 either in his application for the ownership certifi-
-54 cate herein provided for or in any assignment
55 thereof, or who, with intent to procure or pass title
56 to a motor vehicle which he knows or has reason to
57 believe has been stolen, shall receive or transfer
58 possession of the same from one to another, or who
59 shall operate or be an occupant of any motor vehi-
-60 cle which he knows or has reason to believe has
61 been stolen, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
-62 meaner, and, upon conviction, shall be punished by
63 a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor more
64 than five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for
65 not less than sixty days nor more than five years,
66 or both fine and imprisonment. This provision
67 shall not be re garded as exclusive of other penal-
-68 ties prescribed by existing or any future law for
69 the larceny or unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.

1 Sectiox 18. In the case of manufacturers and
2 dealers in motor vehicles, motorcycles, side-cars
3 or trailers, all of which are intended to be covered
4 by this and all other provisions of this section, a
5 separate certificate of ownership, either of such
6 dealer’s immediate vendor or of the dealer himself,
7 shall be required in the case of each motor vehicle
8 in his possession, and the registrar shall determine
9 the fee for registration of ownership and the

10 form in which applications for such certifi-
-11 cates of ownership and assignments thereof shall
12 be made, in case forms differing from those used
13 in the case of individuals are in his judgment
14 reasonably required; provided, however, that no
15 such certificate shall be required in the case of new
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16 motor vehicles sold by manufacturers to dealers,
17 as the term “ dealers ” is defined in section two of
18 this act.

1 Section 2. The term “ registrar ”as used in
2 this act shall mean registrar of motor vehicles, un-
3 less a different meaning is clearly apparent from the
4 language or context. The term ‘ ‘ owner ’ ’ shall in-
-5 elude any person, firm, association or corporation
6 owning a motor vehicle or having the exclusive use
7 thereof, under contract or purchase, lease, hiring or
8 rental thereof, or otherwise. The term “ dealer ”

9 shall be taken to include all individuals, firms or
10 corporations actively engaged in the business of
11 buying, selling or exchanging motor vehicles, and
12 who have an established place of business. The
13 terms “ highways ”, “ roads ”, “ public high-
14 ways ’’, or ‘ ‘ public roads ’ ’ shall include any high-
-15 way or thoroughfare of any kind used by the pub-
-16 lie, whether actually dedicated to the public and ac-
-17 cepted by the proper authorities or otherwise. The
18 “ registrar ” shall have the authority in disputed
19 cases to determine the extent of the applicability of
20 the definitions herein contained.

1 Section 3. All motor vehicles owned and used
2 by this state or any city, town, district or county
3 shall be exempt from provisions of this act and shall
4 not be required to procure certificate of ownership
5 for any motor vehicle which it owns or controls.

1 Section 4. The receipts of the registrar under
2 the provisions of this act shall be set aside and re-
-3 tained by him in a separate fund, and used: first,
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4 to meet the additional expenses of his office necessi-
-5 tated by the issuing of certificates of ownership
6 herein required; the balance of such fund to be used
7 by him in the employment of additional assistants,
8 deputies and measures to prevent, so far as reason-
-9 ably possible, the theft of automobiles in this state,

10 and for no other purpose. If at the end of any year
11 there is a balance in said fund, it shall revert to the
12 state treasury.

1 Section 5. In the case of a lost certificate, the
2 loss of which is accounted for to the satisfaction of
3 the registrar, a duplicate may be issued; the charge
4 therefor to be fifty cents.

1 Section 6. Any person who shall himself alter
2 or forge any certificate of ownership issued by the
3 registrar pursuant to the provisions of this section,
4 or any assignment thereof, or who shall hold or use
5 any certificate or assignment knowing the same to
6 have been altered or forged, shall be deemed guilty
7 of a felony and shall be punished by a fine of not less
8 than one thousand dollars nor more than five thou-
-9 sand dollars or by imprisonment of not less than

10 one year nor more than ten years.

1 Section 7. Any person who removes, defaces,
2 alters, changes, destroys or obliterates, in any man-
3 ner or way, or who causes to be removed, defaced,
4 tampered with, altered, changed, destroyed, or ob-
-5 literated, in any manner or way, any trade-mark,
6 distinguishing or identification mark, serial num-
-7 ber or mark on or from any motor vehicle, as defined
8 in section two of this act, or who shall sell any such
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9 motor vehicle, knowing the same to be in such condi-
-10 tion, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and,
11 upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine
12 of not more than one thousand dollars, or by impris-
-13 onment for any term not exceeding seven years, or

14 both.

1 Section 8. No person shall without authority
2 of the owner or person in charge thereof, climb
3 upon or into, or hang onto any automobile, whether
4 the same is in motion or at rest, or hurl stones or
5 other missiles at the same, or at the occupants
6 thereof, or while such motor vehicle is at
7 rest, or unattended, sound any horn or other sig-
-8 naling device or attempt to manipulate any of the
9 levers, starting crank, brakes or machinery there-

to of, or set said vehicle in motion, or otherwise dam-
-11 age, tamper or interfere with the same. Any per-
-12 son violating any provision of this act shall be pun-
-13 ishable by a fine of not more than one hundred dol-
-14 lars for the first offence.

1 Section 9. And be it further enacted, that this
2 act shall take effect on the first day of January, in
3 the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and twenty-
-4 five.




