
HOUSE .... No. 789
By Mr. Jordan of Lawrence, petition of Peter Carr for legislation

to provide for uniting the town of Methuen and the city of Lawrence.
Towns. Jan. 14, 1924.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Pour.

An Act uniting the Town of Methuen and City of
Lawrence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

3 Section 3.. All the territory now comprised
2 within the limits of the town of Methuen, with the
3 inhabitants and estates therein, is hereby annexed
4 to and made part of the city of Lawrence, subject to
5 the same municipal regulations, obligations and lia-
-6 bilities, and entitled to the same immunities in all
7 respects as the city of Lawrence; provided, how-
-8 ever, that until constitutionally and legally changed,
9 said territory shall continue to be, for the purpose

30 of electing a member of the house of representa-
-13 tives, a part of the fifth Essex representative dis-
-12 trict; for the purpose of electing a senator, part of
13 the fifth Essex senatorial district; for the purpose
34 of electing a councillor, part of the fifth council
15 district; and for the purpose of electing a repre-
-16 sentative in congress, part of the congressional dis-
-17 trict, number five, as the same are now constituted.
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1 Section 2. All the duties now required by law
2 to be performed by the selectmen and town clerk of
3 the town of Methuen, or either of them, pertaining
4 to the election of representatives in congress, state
5 councillors, and senators and members of the house
6 of representatives, shall in like manner devolve
7 upon and be performed by the city clerk or city
8 council of the city of Lawrence as the law now pro-
-9 vides. It shall be the duty of the ward officers of

10 the ward established in said territory as herein-
-11 after provided, to make return of all votes that may
12 be cast therein from time to time for representa-
-13 tives in congress, state councillors, senators, mem-
-14 hers of the house of representatives, and for all
15 other national, state, district, county, municipal and
36 ward officers, to the city clerk or other officers of the
17 city of Lawrence as now provided by law.

1 Section 3. All the public property of the said
2 town of Methuen shall be vested in and is hereby
3 declared to be the property of the city of Lawrence
4 and the city of Lawrence shall succeed to all the
5 rights, claims, causes of action, rights to uncol-
-6 lected taxes, liens, uses, trusts, duties, privileges
7 and immunities of the town of Methuen. The town
8 treasurer of the town of Methuen shall, on or before
9 the second Monday of January, in the year nine-

10 teen hundred and twenty-five, under the direction
31 of the selectmen of said town, who shall for this
12 purpose and for all other purposes necessary to
13 carry into effect the provisions of this act, continue
14 to hold their offices, transfer, deliver, pay over and
15 account for, to the city treasurer of the city of Law-
-16 rence, all books, papers, moneys, and other property
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17 in Ms possession as town treasurer of the town of
18 Methuen, when this act takes effect, and the city
19 of Lawrence shall become liable for and subject to
20 all the debts, obligations, duties, responsibilities
21 and liabilities of the said town. All actions and
22 causes of action which may be pending or which
23 shall have accrued at the time when tMs act takes
24 effect in behalf of or against the town of Methuen,
25 shall survive and may be prosecuted to final judg-
-26 ment and execution in behalf of or against the city
27 of Lawrence.

1 Section 4. After this act takes effect, the dis-
-2 trict court of Lawrence shall continue to have the
3 same jurisdiction within said territory as it had
4 theretofore.

1 Section 5. If this act shall be accepted as here-
-2 inafter provided, said territory shall, after the
3 Tuesday next following the first Monday of Novem-
-4 her in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four,
5 constitute a ward of the city of Lawrence, for all the
6 purposes mentioned in this section and in the fol-
-7 lowing section of this act; and the ward established
8 shall be entitled to all the municipal and ward of-
-9 ficers which each of the other Avards of the city of

10 Lawrence is entitled to. The city council of the
11 city of Lawrence shall in due season call a meeting
12 of the legal voters of said ward to be held in the
13 year nineteen hundred and twenty-four, at some
14 place or places within said ward which shall be
15 designated by the city council of Lawrence, to give
16 in their ballots for all municipal officers to be voted
17 for, and upon all questions submitted to the people
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18 for the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four, for
19 and upon which they shall be entitled to vote by
20 virtue of the provisions of this act. The board of
21 of voters of the city of Lawrence shall
22 prepare lists of the legal voters in said ward to be
23 used at said meeting, and shall do all other things
24 which they are now by law required to do in respect
25 to like elections in other wards in the city of Law-
-26 rence. For the purpose of this act, and upon its
27 acceptance the territory now comprising the town
28 of Methuen shall constitute a ward of the city of
29 Lawrence and as soon thereafter as may be in ac-
-30 cordance with law the city council shall redistrict
31 the city. The existing precincts of the town of
32 Methuen shall be used for assessment and voting
33 purposes until such change is made.

1 Section 6. The provisions of law relative to
2 listing and registration of voters, caucuses, prima-
-3 ries and elections, and all laws relating thereto now
4 in force in the city of Lawrence, shall apply to and
5 be in force in the territory of the town of Methuen,
6 and to the inhabitants thereof, annexed to the city
7 of Lawrence; except that for the municipal election
8 in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four it
9 shall be the duty of the present town officers of the

10 town of Methuen to transfer to the city clerk of
11 Laivrence, immediately after the acceptance of this
12 act, their records relative to assessments and regis-
-13 tration of voters, and the voting lists used at the
14 state election; and the city clerk shall, for the pur-
-15 pose of conducting the regular municipal elections
16 in said territory in December, nineteen hundred and
17 twenty-four, use at the polls the voting lists used
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18 in said town at the state election, and shall prepare
19 a supplementary voting list of such names as may
20 be added in accordance with law. Such supple-
-21 mentary registration and voting lists shall, for the
22 said election in the said territory, be prepared from
23 the assessors’ lists of said town for the year nine-
-24 teen hundred and twenty-four and the voting lists
25 for the said election in the said territory shall be
26 prepared in accordance with the laws now provided
27 for the preparation of voting lists in towns. These
28 lists so prepared shall be used at any special elec-
-29 tion held in such territory preceding October first,
30 nineteen hundred and twenty-five.

1 Section 7. The powers and duties relating to
2 caucuses, primaries and elections by law vested in
3 and imposed upon the town officers of Methuen, ex-
-4 cept the power and duty of giving notice of elections
5 and fixing the days and hours of holding the same,
6 shall in the city of Lawrence be vested in and por-
-7 formed by those public officers who now have said
8 power and duty in Lawrence, who shall be subject
9 to all the penalties prescribed for the faithful per-

-10 formance of such duties. The power and duty of
11 calling elections, giving notice of the same and fix-
-12 ing the days and hours of holding the same shall be
13 vested in and performed by those public officers
14 who now have said power and duty for the city of
15 Lawrence.

1 Section 8. The registrars of voters shall be-
-2 tween the first day of July and the first day of Oc-
-3 tober in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-five
4 make a new general registration of the qualified
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5 male and female voters of the territory of the town
G of Methuen which shall be prepared in the manner
7 now fixed by law for preparing general registers in
8 Lawrence. Changes may be made therein on ac-
-9 count of illegal registration, and in the year in

10 which it is made the law relating to general regis-
-11 tration of voters shall be applicable thereto, and the
12 annual registers and voting lists of said territory
13 shall be prepared therefrom in the manner provided
14 by law for preparing annual registers and voting
15 lists in cities. The places and hours for such regis-
-16 tration shall be determined by the registrars of
17 voters of Lawrence, and for this purpose said board
18 may appoint, in a manner which will provide equal
19 representation for the two leading political parties,
20 such additional assistant registrars as in its judg-
-21 ment may be necessary.

1 Section 9. The citizens of the territory by this
2 act annexed to the city of Lawrence shall have the
3 same right to vote for municipal officers at the an-
-4 nual municipal election of the city of LaAvrence in
5 the year nineteen hundred and tAventy-four as they
6 Avould haAT e had if said territory had formed part of
7 the city of LaAvrence for more than six months next
8 before said election.

1 Section 10. The several police officers, Avatchmen
2 and firemen in office in the toAvn of Methuen when
3 this act takes effect, shall thereafter continue in the
4 discharge of their respective duties, until success-
-5 ors are appointed in their stead. The members of
6 the regular and permanent police and fire depart-
-7 ments of the toAAm of Methuen Avhen this act takes
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8 effect shall become in their respective grades mem-
-9 hers of the police and fire departments of the city

10 of Lawrence, and shall be within the classified civil
11 service of the commonwealth.

1 Section 11. The annual city election in the year
2 nineteen hundred and twenty-four shall be held on
3 the third Tuesday of December.

1 Section 12. So much of this act as authorized
2 and directs its submission to the legal voters of said
3 city and town, shall take effect upon its passage.

1 Section 13. This act shall be submitted to the
2 voters of the city of Lawrence and of the town of
3 Methuen at the state election in the year nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-four in the form of the follow-
-5 ing question to be placed upon the official ballot:
6 “ Shall an act passed by the general court in the
7 year nineteen hundred and twenty-four entitled ‘An
8 Act uniting the Town of Methuen with the City of
9 Lawrence’ be accepted?” If a majority of the votes

10 cast on said question in such city and in such town
11 are in the affirmative, this act shall take effect after
12 Tuesday next following the first Monday in Novem-
-13 her in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four
14 so far as to authorize, legalize and carry into effect
15 the provisions of the fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth,
16 ninth and eleventh sections of this act, but for all
17 other purposes, except as provided in section twelve,
18 it shall take effect as of the first Monday of Janu-
-19 ary, nineteen hundred and twenty-five.

1 Section 14. If any election or balloting upon
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2 the question of the acceptance of this act, by either
3 said city or said town shall within two months there-
-4 after be declared void by the supreme judicial court
5 upon summary proceedings which may be had on
6 the petition of fifty voters of either said city or said
7 town, the question of accepting said act shall again
8 he submitted to the legal voters of said city and
9 town, and a meeting thereof shall within thirty days

10 thereafter be called, held and conducted, and the
11 votes returned and other proceedings had thereon
12 in the manner hereinbefore provided. But no elec-
-13 tion or balloting shall be held void for informality,
14 in calling, holding or conducting the election, or re-
-15 turning the votes or otherwise, except upon proceed-
-16 ings instituted therefor and determined within sixty
17 days thereafter as aforesaid.

1 Section 15. In the event of the adoption of this
2 act the municipal election for the year nineteen
3 hundred and twenty-four shall be held on the third
4 Tuesday in December, and thereafter on the second
5 Tuesday in December as set forth in the present
6 charter of the city of Lawrence.


