
HOUSE No. 917
By Mr. Atwood of Boston, petition of Trank W. Thayer relative

to the arrangement of names of candidates on ballots and to the
contents of nomination papers. Election Laws. Jan. 16, 1924.

An Act to amend the Direct Primary Law.

1 Section I. Chapter fifty-three, section thirty-four, of
2 the General Laws, is hereby amended by adding at the

end of the first paragraph after the word “surnames”, the
4 words: except that in case of congressmen, candidates
5 for the governor’s council, and candidates for office
6 covering the entire state the position of the several
7 candidates upon the primary ballot shall be determined
8 by lot in each county in their respective districts, and
9 there shall be a separate drawing for each county thereof,

10 due notice of which shall be sent to each candidate for
11 the office for which a nomination is to be made, who files
12 a nomination paper conforming to law. Said drawing
13 shall be held under rules and regulations established and
14 promulgated by the secretary of state. There shall be an
15 appeal from said rules and regulations made by the secre-
-16 tary of state, or the proceedings thereunder, by a party
17 aggrieved, to the ballot law commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

Cljc Commontocaltl) of Massachusetts.
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

1 Section 2. Chapter fifty-three, section forty-five, of
2 the General Laws, is hereby amended by adding after the
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word “held”, in the seventh line, the words: —or the
candidate’s educational qualifications, so that said sec-
tion shall read: Section J/j. Every nomination paper
shall state, in addition to the name of the candidate, (1)
his residence with street and number thereof, if any, (2)
the office for which he is nominated, (3) the political
party whose nomination he seeks, and, except for ward
and town committees and delegates to convention, the
paper may state in not more than eight words the
political offices he holds, or has held, or the candidate’s
educational qualifications, and if he is an elected in-
cumbent of an office for which he seeks renomination,
that he is a candidate for such renomination.

Section 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
herewith are hereby repealed.


