
By Mr. Cunniff of Watertown, petition of John A. Collins and
others for an amendment of the law providing for precinct voting
and limited town meetings in the town of Watertown. Towns. Jan.
17, 1921.

An Act to amend the Special Act of the Legislature for the
year nineteen hundred and nineteen, which provides for
precinct voting and limited Town Meetings in the Town
of Watertown.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter two hundred and
2 five of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and nineteen
3 is hereby amended by striking out in the twenty-first,
4 twenty-second, twenty-third and twenty-fourth lines
5 thereof the following: “A majority of the town meet-
-6 ing members shall constitute a quorum for doing business;
7 but a less number may organize temporarily and may
8 adjourn from time to time”, and said section is further
9 amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

10 Any elected town meeting member, who shall be either
11 appointed or elected to any office or position which
12 under the terms of this section shall entitle him to mem-
-13 bership in the town meeting by virtue of his office, shall
14 thereupon cease to be a town meeting member by virtue
15 of his said election as such town meeting member and
16 thereupon a vacancy shall occur to be filled in accordance
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17 with the provisions of section seven of this act, —the
18 whole section, as amended, shall then read as follows:
19 Section 3. Any town meeting held under the provisions
20 of this act, except as otherwise provided herein, shall,
21 at and after the first annual election held under this act,
22 be limited to the voters elected under section two to-
-23 gether with the following, designated as town meeting
24 members at large; namely, any member of the general
25 court of the commonwealth from the town; the modera-
-26 tor, the town clerk, the selectmen, the town treasurer, the
27 town counsel, the town collector of taxes, the town au-
-28 ditor, the chairman of the school committee, the chairman
29 of the trustees of the public library, the chairman of the
30 board of health, the chairman of the park commission,
31 the chairman of the water commissioners, the tree
32 warden, the chairman of the planning board, the chair-
-33 man of the assessors of taxes, the chairman of the play-
-34 ground commission, and the members of the finance
35 committee. The town clerk shall notify the town meet-
-36 ing members of the time and place at which town meet-
-37 ings are to be held, the notices to be sent by mail at
38 least seven days before the meeting. The town meeting
39 members, as aforesaid, shall be the judges of the election
40 and qualification of their members. Notice of every
41 adjourned town meeting shall be posted by the town
42 clerk in ten or more public places in the town, and he
43 shall notify, by mail, the members of the town meeting
44 of the adjournment at least twenty-four hours before the
45 time of the adjourned town meeting. The notices shall
46 state briefly the business to be acted upon at the meeting
47 and shall include notice of any proposed reconsideration.
48 All town meetings shall be public. The town meeting
49 members as such shall receive no compensation. Subject
50 to such conditions as mav be determined from time to
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51 time by the members of the limited town meeting, any
52 voter of the town who is not a town meeting member
53 may speak, but he shall not vote. A town meeting
54 member may resign by filing a written resignation with
55 the town clerk, and his resignation shall take effect on

56 the date of such filing. A town meeting member who
57 removes from the town or from the precinct from which
58 he was elected shall cease to be a town meeting member.
59 Any elected town meeting member, who shall be either
60 appointed or elected to any office or position which under
61 the terms of this section shall entitle him to membership
62 in the town meeting by virtue of his office, shall thereupon
63 cease to be a town meeting member by virtue of his said
64 election as such town meeting member and thereupon a
65 vacancy shall occur to be filled in accordance with the
66 provisions of section seven of this act.

1 Section 2. Section seven of chapter two hundred and
2 five of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and nineteen,
3 is hereby amended by striking out in the fourth, fifth,
4 and sixth lines thereof the following; “Upon petition
5 therefor, signed by not less than ten town meeting mem-

-6 bers from the precinct”, and by changing the letter “n”
7 in the sixth line in the word “notices” to a capital
8 “N”— said section shall then read as follows: —Section
9 7. Any vacancy in the full number of town meeting

10 members from any precinct may be filled until the next
11 annual election by the remaining members of the precinct
12 from among the voters thereof. Notices of the vacancy
13 shall be promptly given by the town clerk to the re-
-14 maining members from the precinct in which the vacancy
15 or vacancies exist, and he shall call a special meeting of
16 such members for the purpose of filling any vacancy. He
17 shall cause to be mailed to each of such members, not less
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18 than four days before the time set for the meeting, a
19 notice specifiying the object and the time and the place
20 of the meeting. At the said meeting a majority of the
21 members shall constitute a quorum, and they shall elect
22 from their own number a chairman and a clerk. The
23 choice to fill any vacancy shall be by ballot, and a
24 majority of the votes cast shall be required for a choice.
25 The chairman and clerk shall make a certificate of the
26 choice and forthwith file the same with the town clerk,
27 together with a written acceptance by the member or
28 members so chosen, who shall thereupon be deemed
29 elected and qualified a town meeting member or members,
30 subject to the right of all the town meeting members to
31 judge of the election and qualification of members as
32 set forth in section five.


