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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF BOSTON RELATIVE TO THE SALES OF PROPERTY INVOLVED
IN THE PROPOSED WIDENING OF CAMBRIDGE AND COURT
STREETS IN SAID CITY.

The Finance Commission, 73 Tbemont Street,
Boston, Mass., Januaiy 19, 192‘

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled:
In chapter 489 of the Acts of 1923, entitled “An Act to provide for the Widen-

ing and Construction of Cambridge Street and Court Street in the City of Bos-
ton”, the following provision appears in section 2.

. . . provided, however, that no award or settlement of damages for any taking
hereunder and no assessment or settlement of betterments except pursuant to judg-
ment rendered in eminent domain proceedings, or proceedings for the adjudication of
betterments shall be made, unless the terms of such award, assessment, or settlement
and all pertinent facts shall have been submitted to the Boston finance commission
not less than ten days before such award, assessment, or settlement is made.

The Street Commissioners, on request, have furnished the Finance Commission
with a plan showing the proposed widening of Cambridge and Court Streets and
giving the names of the owners of record of the land to be taken as of October
1, 1923.

It appears from the investigation made by the Commission that there have been
30 sales of property involved in the proposed widening of Cambridge Street since
May 1, 1922. Although there had been
bridge and Court Streets for a number
widening began to be discussed in 1922
on Cambridge and Court Streets and th
be obliged to take, in whole or in part,
after the widening would front upon or b

little or no real estate activity on Cam-
of years previously, since the proposed
a few persons have purchased properties
e streets adjoining which the city would
under the proposed widening, or which

; adjacent to the new thoroughfare. The
dates of the purchases, the record ownership where it differs from the actual owner-
ship, and the location of the properties are as follows:

Nos. 193-195 Cambridge Street were purchased on May 3, 1922, by Melvin F.
Hill and Harold G. King, taking title in the name of Mary F. Harnecly, secretary
to Mr. Hill. Mr. Hill is a real estate operator.

Nos. 140-144 Cambridge Street were purchased in August, 1922, by Hannah
Greenhood, who took title in her own name. She purchased the property follow-
ing the foreclosure of a mortgage.

Nos. 152-154 Cambridge Street were purchased on December 1, 1922, by W. F.
Scott, trustee of the Franklin Realty Trust, from Eugene B. Hamilton and John
Mclntosh, who bought the property from the Porter estate on September 21, 1922.
The title of the Franklin Realty Trust is recorded in the name of Arthur J. Phalen,
who has no interest in the property. The trust is a realty company, the business
of which is buying and selling real estate.

Nos. 118-122 Cambridge Street were purchased by John C. Kiley & Company
from Jeremiah Green, on December 30, 1922, title being taken on February 1,
1923. On April 4, 11323, John C. Kiley & Company sold this property to Dr.Walter G. McGauley.

Nos. 201-203 Cambridge Street were purchased by Rosie Jacobowitz and Carrie
Levinson on January 24, 1923, from the Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Company.
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Nos. 30-32 Cambridge Street were purchased in March, 1923, at a foreclosuresale. The title of the property stands of record in the name of William J, StoberThe actual owner is G. Augustus Holzman, who is a real estate operator.
Nos. 298-304 Cambridge Street had been owned by Walter Nash for about20 years. A few years ago he sold them, talcing a mortgage back. Mr. Nash fore-

closed this mortgage by public sale in March, 1923, buying the property inhimself.
Nos. 162-184 Cambridge Street were purchased by Joseph Rittenberg andSamuel Waldmann, trustees of the Irving Realty Trust, on May 9, 1923. This

trust owns a garage in the rear of this property.
Nos. 109-111 Court Street were purchased by the Sudbury Amusement Com-

pany, Adolphus M. Burroughs, treasurer, on November 9, 1923, from the trustees
under the will of Stephen Minot Pitman. The purchaser had been lessee of this
property for some years.

Nos. 317-319 and 327-333 Cambridge Street; the Edison Electric Illuminating
Company took an option on Nos. 327-333 on August 14, 1923, and about the same
time took an option on the adjoining parcel, 317-319 Title to Nos. 327-333
was taken for the company in the name of William T. Fleming on September 14,
1923. In order to get title to the second parcel, Nos. 317-319, it was necessary to
have a mortgage foreclosed by public sale, which was done in October, 1923. At
the auction sale John C. Kiley, Henry F. Wood and Frederick L. McGowan pur-
chased the property in their own behalf, and on November 6 sold it to the Edison
Company. On the same date a deed to the Edison Company from William T.
Fleming of the adjoining property was recorded. The purpose of this purchase
by the Edison Company was to procure a site in this locality to establish a dis-
tributing station.

Nos. 301-303 Cambridge Street were purchased by Fannie H. Stone on June 1,
1923. Her husband had been in business at that location for eight years.

No. 7 Bowdoin Street was purchased by John C. Kiley on March 6, 1923, and
title was taken in the name of Thomas A. Ryan, the actual owners being John C.
Kiley and Edward F. Cassell.

Nos. 173-177 Cambridge Street were purchased on March 23, 1923, by John C.
Kiley and title taken in the name of Charles H. Connelly, but the property is
actually owned by John C. Kiley and Edward F. Cassell.

In addition to the last two purchases, John C. Kiley purchased properties from
17 other owners on Cambridge and Court Streets and adjoining streets. The dates

288-298 Cambridge Street.
102-104 West Cedar Street.
9 Gilson Court.
243-249 Cambridge Street.
223-233 Cambridge Street,
1-7 North Anderson Street,

Lawrence Place,
308-312 Cambridge Street.
214-228 Cambridge Street,
4-8 Anderson Street,
1-2-3 Brooks Place.
171-173 Cambridge Street,
50 Howard Street.
52-62 Cambridge Street,
5 Temple Street.
213-221 Cambridge Street,
6-7-8 Lawrence Place.
106 West Cedar Street,
205-209 Cambridge Street.
1 Lindall Place.
3 Adams Place.
130-136 Cambridge Street,

July 2o[ “ 7 Temple Street.
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All these properties were purchased and recorded in the names of persons other
than Mr. Kiley. Deeds were taken from these different title holders to the North-
ern Realty Trust, which to January 1, 1924, have not been recorded.

The Northern Realty Trust was created on December 11, 1922. This trust is
owned by John C. Kiley of John C. Kiley & Company and Guy W. Currier, an
attorney with offices at 6 Mount Vernon Place. Messrs. Kiley and Currier do not,
however, appear as owners in the trust instrument. The trust was formed “as a
vehicle” to hold the properties which Mr. Kiley was purchasing on Cambridge
and Court Streets and vicinity.

Messrs. Kiley and Currier were before the Finance Commiscion on the afternoon
of December 31, 1923. That evening according to testimony given by Mr.
Kiley on January 3, 1924, when he was again called before the Commission he
and Mr. Currier “talked together” and Mr. Currier, who “was more or less put
out that I (Mr. Kiley) had bought things that were going to be totally taken”,
requested Mr. Kiley to sell any property which they had on Cambridge or Court
Streets that was to be totally taken by the city, or where the taking by the city
was to exceed 50% of their ownership. On the same day January 3 Mr.
Kiley presented a letter to the Finance Commission which Mr. Currier had written
to him, confirming their talk on the evening of December 31.

Mr. Kiley further testified on January 3 that he sold the property numbered
308-312 Cambridge Street which was wholly included in the widening on that
very day, January 3 without loss, but was unwilling to give the name of the
purchaser.

The Finance Commission has recommended that the damages awarded for the
taking by the city of Boston of the whole or any part of the 30 properties men-tioned in this report be based upon the purchase prices, which have already been
sent to the Mayor of Boston in a report of the Finance Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

THE FINANCE COMMISSION,

Chairman.
MICHAEL H. SULLIVAN,




