
House of Representatives, March 31, 1924.

The committee on Insurance, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 584) of Reed R.
Aggas relative to dispensing with medical examinations in
connection with certain contracts of life insurance, report
the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

C. WESLEY HALE.

HOUSE No. 1560

Cl)t Commontocalth of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act to dispense with Medical Examinations in Con-
nection with Certain Contracts of Life Insurance.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and seventy-five of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section one hundred and twenty-three and inserting in
4 place thereof the following; Sectioh 123. No life com-
-5 pany shall, except as hereinafter provided, issue any
6 policy of life or endowment insurance upon a life within
7 the commonwealth without having previously made or
8 caused to be made a prescribed medical examination of
9 the insured by a registered medical practitioner; pro-

-10 vided, that an inspection by a competent person of a
11 group of employees and their environment may be sub-
-12 stituted for such medical examination in case of a policy
13 of group life insurance, as defined in section one hundred
14 and thirty-three.
15 The foregoing requirement for medical examination
16 shall not apply to policies of industrial insurance not in
17 excess of or aggregating more than five hundred dollars,
18 exclusive of dividend additions thereon, upon any one

19 life, nor to contracts based upon the continuance of life,
20 such as annuity or pure endowment contracts, whether
21 or not they embody an agreement to refund, upon the
22 death of the holder, to his estate or to a specified payee,
23 any sum not exceeding the premiums paid thereon; pro-
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24 vided, however, that no industrial policy shall be issued
25 without medical examination except upon a written appli-
-26 cation therefor signed by the person to be insured, or in
27 the case of a minor by the parent, guardian or other
28 person having the legal custody of said minor.
29 Any company or any officer or agent who issues a
30 policy in violation of this section, or whoever solicits or
31 effects or attempts to effect a policy in violation thereof
32 shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred
33 dollars.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and twenty-four of
2 said chapter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “examination” in
4 the second line the words; except as provided in the
5 preceding section, —so as to read as follows; Section
6 124- In any claim arising under a policy issued in the
7 commonwealth by any life company, without previous
8 medical examination, except as provided in the preceding
9 section, or without the knowledge and consent of the

10 insured, or, if said insured is a. minor, without the consent
11 of the parent, guardian or other person having legal cus-
-12 tody of said minor, the statements made in the applica-
-13 tion as to the age, physical condition and family history
14 of the insured shall be held to be valid and binding on

15 the company; but the company shall not be debarred
16 from proving as a defence to such claim that said state-
-17 ments were wilfully false, fraudulent or misleading.




