
House of Representatives, May 13, 1924.

The committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, House, No. 574) of James T.
Welch for an amendment of the law relative to the election
of members of the city council of the city of North Adams,
report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

JOHN THOMAS.

No. 1754HOUSE
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An Act Relative to the Election by Wards of Members of
the City Council of the City of North Adams.

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter one hundred and
2 forty-eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-
-3 five, as amended by section two of chapter one hundred
4 and three of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and
5 eighteen, is hereby further amended by inserting after
6 the word “election” in the twenty-seventh line the fol-
-7 lowing: Each person so elected by the city council
8 shall be a resident of the ward among the representa-
-9 tives of which such vacancy exists, so as to read:

10 Section 5. At such municipal election the qualified voters
11 shall give their votes by ballot in the several wards for
12 councilmen, and for the members of the board of as-

13 sessors, board of trustees of the public library, and of the
14 school committee, then to be elected, and in the year
15 nineteen hundred and eighteen and every two years
16 thereafter, a mayor, and the person receiving the hi<diest
17 number of votes for any office shall be deemed and de-
18 dared to be elected to such office; and whenever two or

19 more persons are to be elected to the same office the
20 several persons up to the number required to be chosen
21 receiving the highest number of votes shall be deemed
22 and declared to be elected. If it shall appear that there

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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23 is no choice of mayor, or if the person elected mayor
24 shall refuse to accept the office, or shall die before
25 qualifying, or if a vacancy in said office shall occursub-
-26 sequently and more than six months previous to the
27 expiration of his term of office, the city council shall
28 forthwith cause notice to be issued for a new election, to
29 fill such unexpired term, and the same proceedings shall
30 be had in all respects as hereinbefore provided for the
31 election of mayor, and shall be repeated until the election
32 of a mayor is completed. If the full number of members
33 of the city council has not been elected, or if a vacancy
34 in the office of councilman shall occur subsequently and
35 more than six months previous to the expiration of the
36 municipal year, the council may forthwith elect some
37 person or persons to fill the vacancy or vacancies until
38 the next annual municipal election. Each person so
39 elected by the city council shall be a resident of the
40 ward among the representatives of which such vacancy
41 exists. The board of assessors shall consist of three
42 persons who shall be elected in the manner provided in
43 section forty-one for the election of trustees of the public
44 library, and any vacancy which shall occur in said board
45 of assessors may be filled by the city council, in the
46 manner provided by section seven of chapter twenty-six
47 of the Revised Laws, until the next annual election and
48 the qualification of a successor.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and forty-eight
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section nine
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 9. The city council shall consist of twenty-
-5 one members who shall be elected as follows; at the
6 municipal election held in nineteen hundred and twenty-
-7 four and at each municipal election held thereafter three
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8 members of said city council shall be elected by and
9 from the qualified voters of each ward. No voter shall

10 vote for more than three of the councilmen to be elected
11 from the ward of which he is a representative and the three
12 persons having the largest number of votes shall be de-
-13 dared elected. Each councilman shall hold office for one
14 year beginning with the first Monday in January next
15 succeeding his election, and until the election and quali-
-16 fication of his successor.

1 Section 3. All officers holding office inconsistent with
2 the terms of this act shall be vacated as of the first

Monday in January nineteen hundred and twenty-five.

1 Section 4. All provisions of said chapter one hundred
2 and forty-eight, as amended, which are inconsistent with
3 this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 5. The provisions of sections one to four,
2 inclusive, of this act shall be submitted to the voters
3 of the city of North Adams for their acceptance at the
4 state election in the current year in the form of the
5 following question to be printed on the official ballot:
6 “Shall sections one to four, inclusive, by an act passed
7 by the general court in the year nineteen hundred and
8 twenty-four entitled ‘An Act relative to the election by
9 wards of members of the city council of the city of

10 North Adams’, be accepted?” If a majority of the voters
11 voting thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to said
12 question then sections one to four, inclusive, of this act
13 shall take effect in said city; otherwise they shall not
14 take effect.


