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House of Representatives

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting con-
currently, to whom was referred the order (presented on
February 19 by Mr. Sawyer of Ware), relative to the ap-
pointment of a joint special committee to investigate
recent charges and allegations relative to State Auditor
Alonzo B. Cook, after a public hearing referred the
matter for further investigation to a sub-committee which
reported as follows:

The Sub-Committee from the Joint Committee on Rules
to whom was referred further investigation of the charges
embodied in the order calling for an investigation of the
Auditor’s Department, beg leave to report as follows: —•

The Committee in the course of its investigations inter-
viewed the Department of Administration and Finance,
studied thoroughly all correspondence between the Auditor’s
Office and the Department. It then visited the office of
the Civil Service Commissioner and there again carefully
examined all correspondence between that office and the
Auditor’s and then visited the Auditor’s Office where a com-
plete examination of his records and correspondence was
made.

As a result, the Sub-Committee were convinced that
although there seemed to be a lack of co-operation between
the Auditor and these departments, yet nothing was found
which would indicate that the Auditor had shown any
prejudice against the employment oi properly qualified vet-
erans. It was found that in his office out of nine places six
have been filled by veterans of the World War, and that all
appointments have been made as is required under Civil
Service, except two which were the result of direct per-
missive legislation.
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On visiting the Department of Corporations and inspecting
the records of the Board of Appeals, it was found that the
statements made at the public hearing in regard to the num-
ber of meetings attended by the Auditor was incorrect and
that during the period covered the Auditor’s Office had
almost invariably been represented, and that in a majority
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JOHN M. GIBBS.
VICTOR F. JEWETT.
DAVIS B. KENISTON.

And such report being accepted, the committees on Rules
report that the order ought not to be adopted.

For the committee,

DAVIS B. KENISTON.

Senator McCormack and Representatives Harrington
of Fall River, Sawyer of Ware, and Hannagan of Marl-
borough dissent.






