
Executive Department

To the Honorable and House of Eepresentati

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House Bill
1812, entitled “An Act Providing for the Construction of a
Breakwater along the Shore of Dorchester Bay off Squantum,
in the City of Quincy and of an adjoining Highway.”

This bill directs the Department of Public Works to con-
struct a breakwater on the shore of Dorchester Bay in the
city of Quincy, for the purpose of protecting said shore from
erosion by the sea, and provides that the Department may
expend a sum not exceeding forty thousand dollars of which
the County of Norfolk, the City of Quincy and the City of
Boston shall each contribute ten thousand dollars, and the
Commonwealth shall provide the balance.

It appears, however, that the real purpose of the con-
templated breakwater is the protection of a road adjoining
the shore that has not yet been laid out or accepted as a
public way by the city of Quincy, and although the bill pro-
vides that no work shall be begun until the city of Quincy
has assumed liability for all damages to property and has
laid out a public highway adjoining said breakwater, it would
seem that if public necessity and convenience required this
road that the city of Quincy would have furnished the same

bv the authority it possesses under the law. Furthermore,
this portion of the shore is within the inner harbor and not
exposed to the direct action of the sea, and does not differ
substantially in degree of exposure from that of many miles
of shore front on Dorchester Bay and other interior waters
ml mining Boston Harbor.
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bill would commit the Commonwealth to a
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the city or town in which they are located. This situation
is not altered by the provision in the bill for repayment by
the city of Quincy to the Commonwealth, County of Nor-
folk and City of Boston, of all sums expended by the Com-
monwealth, County of Norfolk and City of Boston, as their
share of said breakwater if the city of Quincy shall fail to
build the highway referred to in the bill within two years
from the completion of said breakwater.
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